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The Cottage (home of our Guild) 
Building 2, 10 Russell Drysdale St,  
East Gosford, NSW 2250 
 
All correspondence  
Postal:       The Secretary,  
                   PO Box 4056  
                   East Gosford NSW 2250 
 
Email: cchstagsecretary@gmail.com 
 
Website: www.cottagecrafts.net.au 
 
The Cottage: (02) 4325 4743 
(Phone anytime and leave a message and 
we will get back to you A.S.A.P.) 
 
Email the Editor: coastalyarn@gmail.com 
Content and Feedback most welcome  

Dear Guild Members, 
Contributions to the newsletter 
would be gratefully received. 
Submissions can be sent to 
coastalyarn@gmail.com  . 
Hardcopy submissions can be 
left in the Newsletter drawer on 
the front table. 
Cheers 
Lisa S 
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   Presidents Report 
 

Hello Follow Guild Members 

We are almost halfway through our 2nd year of Covid, it is still affecting our 
Guild in sneaky ways. 
 
As you are aware, we had to cancel the Open Day that we were planning to 
run in conjunction with the Terrigal Antiques Fair. It was disappointing, but we 
are truly fortunate that this is the worst that we have had to deal with in the big 
scheme of things. It will be a “wait and see” approach to future, open/market 
days as the rest of the year unfolds. 
 
I have just returned from a trip to Broken Hill, where I met the owner of Tolarno 
Sheep Station, Robert McBride. He is a passionate advocate of sustainable land 
management and in particular the fair distribution of water from the Murray-
Darling Basin. We are part of the back-to-basics movement in the fibre arts, we 
are linked to the land and primary producers, that ensure we can continue with 
our passions. It was great to meet a person at the grassroots level fighting for 
primary producers. 
 
On a personal note, Broken Hill and the 
surrounding area is amazing and a place that 
should be on everyone's bucket list. 
 
I hope everyone is keeping warm and enjoying 
our Autumn weather and rugging up for Winter. 
 
All the best  
Debbie   
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Stuff Around the Guild  
Photos and Text – Bev S (unless stipulated) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some time ago Linda brought in a cowl scarf to show and gave us the pattern. We all 
arrived last Thursday wearing the scarves it was not planned. 

Models and scarf owners Denise J, Bev S and Linda B 
Photographer Jenny C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Denise’s doggy cushions filled with 
scraps of material from the Quilters, the 
dogs wherever you donate them will 
love them. 
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Linda B modelling the vest she made some time ago which 
gets admired wherever she goes, it is made from 
commercial variegated wool and knitted all in one. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robyn’s beautiful Poncho made from 

commercial wool  
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More Community Quilts  
(Info from Lynn K) 

Donated squares, sewn together by Sue N, and quilted by Adrienne  

Front       Back 

 

 

Quilt sewn by Sue D,  

and quilted by Adrienne 
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Quilt sewn by Sue D, quilted by Adrienne, pictured back and front  
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Donated partly finished quilt, completed by Fi, quilted by Adrienne,  
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Our Donation of 10 

(24” x 24”) blankets 

of love to go to 

Gosford Hospital, 

kindly taken by 

Adrienne. 

 

 

 

 

Community Quilts 
 

Treat yourself  - spend some time at 
the Cottage with like minded folk and 

lend a hand to create Community 
Quilts. 

 
Saturday June 19th from 9.00 ish 

 
This year Lynn K is organising a block of the month for the 

community quilts – if you would like to make and contribute to the 
quilts without coming to the Saturday morning session please email 

Lynn and she shall send you some instructions 
 

lynnkel@optusnet.com.au 
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Attention all Quilters (and lovers of Fabric) 
Eileen M has passed on this info about Lisa Walton’s business 
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The Guild Collection 
As mentioned in the last Newsletter  - we are planning to create a curated collection. 

We need your help to correctly identify and record the history of each of our current pieces . 

For each piece we would like to record the following information at a minimum!  The more 

information we have the greater the value to the future Guild Members. 

 

Catalogue Number  (Awarded sequentially) 

Title    ………………………………………………………. 

Created By   ………………………………………………………. 

Donated By    ………………………………………………………. 

Date Created    ………………………………………………………. 

Techniques Used   ………………………………………………………. 

Materials Used   ………………………………………………………. 

Other Information   ………………………………………………………. 

(including inspiration/background/stories/why this is important to our Guild etc….)  

  

We would like YOUR help to identify the following pieces currently hung in the Cottage . 

If you can add some information please send the info to the Editor at coastalyarn@gmail.com 

Once we have worked our way through what is currently on the walls, we would welcome 

expressions of interest from anyone who would lke to hang something on our walls for a period of 

six months to provide fresh inspiration. It is our curent intention to rotate our currrent works also  

on a six monthly basis. 

Many Thanks 

Lisa, Elizabeth, Kathryn, Debbie and Josh 
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Current Creations hung on the Guild Wall 

Clockwise : Pieced flower Vase,  Teapots and Quilt Show mini Quilt 
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Left to Right : Weaving and Multi-media collage  
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 Weaving – including small sample and inspiration painting  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Interesting Facts   
From Bev S 

 

Traditional Cotton Dying in Mexico 
Information from an article by Michelle Wipplinger 

First, the women spin the cotton in the winter months, then in the summer men each carrying 9 
yards of cotton yarn make a day trip on horseback to search the same 30 miles of beach line 
each looking for specific molluscs found among the rocks and ledges, these species are found 
in many other countries around the world.  
 
The mollusc shell is prised open with a 
stick, and the mollusc is encouraged to 
secrete a white liquid by blowing on it 
whilst it is pressed with the thumb.  
 
The white secretions are then massaged 
into the hanks of cotton; massaging the 
dye into the yarn the colour goes from 
yellow to muddy green then turquoise 
and lastly purple. The yarn must be kept 
wet and exposed to sunlight for 2 to 4 
hours to bring out the full colour. 
 
It takes 8 to 10 shells to dye 100 grams of 
cotton. The best months for dying are 
from November to February as the tides 
are best at this time of the year and the 
men are not involved with Agriculture. 
 
Finally, the purple yarn, which is highly 
prized is made into fabric which in turn ends up as skirts, often for a special wedding skirt. 
 
  



 
June 2021 

 

  Page 15 of 24 

 

When Did You Start Your Crafting Journey? 

We have many members that I send the Guild Newsletter to, and 
so far, I have had responses from the following 4 brave souls. 

Can you add your story for the next edition? 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My journey into the fibre arts began as the 
pandemic first hit - a friend suggested 
learning how to cross stitch as a good hobby 
to keep me occupied. I quickly fell in love with 
cross stitch and embarked on an overly 
ambitious project (yet to be finished) resulting 
in me deciding to find another crafty hobby so 
I could alternate between projects. Another 
friend suggested weaving, so I acquired a 
cheap frame loom and got weaving. I decided 
that wool yarn was a bit expensive and after a 
quick google I discovered drop spindles and 
ordered myself a beginner’s kit. Spinning with 
a drop spindle was harder than I had 
expected, so I began considering buying a 
second-hand spinning wheel and seeing if 
that was any easier. After having that 
epiphany, an ad popped up on Facebook 
marketplace selling a spinning wheel. That 
was my first introduction to the Guild, and the 
rest as they say, is history. 

 
Since joining the guild I have learnt to spin, to 
dye, to prepare and card fleece and fibre and 
have found a true community that I'm proud to 
be part of! 
 
Caitlin W  
Member since 2020 
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My spinning inspiration came from a project way 
back in my school days when we were given 
some fleece to handle.   I was already a keen 
knitter, but the thought never left me that I would 
one day learn to spin.   It wasn’t until my earlier 
40’s that I had the time and approached a local 
group of spinners for some help.   Although they 
were not a Guild and were a bit reluctant to 
teach, I asked if I could look at their work.  I sat 
next to a lovely lady who quietly said to me “you 
bring your wheel next week and I will teach 
you’.  Now, more than 30 years on, I have never 
forgotten the kindness of that one person who 
helped me and hope that I am able to do the 
same for others. 
 
Linda B  

Member for a while now! 

As a child, I don't ever remember a day 
without my Mum having crochet or knitting in 
her hands. She was a Milliner by trade and 
worked for Henderson's Hats as a young 
woman, often concocting a fresh one at 
home to wear.  

We used to walk a lot and she would take 
note of any homes where nappies had been 
newly added on the clothesline.  Then she 
would crochet some booties, thread with 
satin ribbons, and wrap them in cellophane 
ready to drop in the letter box of that 
home.  It was always an anonymous gesture 
as Mum was on the shy side, but I will 
always remember it.  

Mum was thrifty and often had me help her 
to unravel an old jumper to reuse the wool. 
She also taught me to sew on a big heavy-
duty treadle Singer. 

Julie D. 
Member for a few years  
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FIRST FORAY INTO CRAFT, that I can remember clearly. 

My mother was a farmer’s wife, so she grew the vegetables, cooked, sewed our clothing, knitted our 
woollies for winter.  I remember sitting with her while she worked and often played with the treadle of the 
sewing machine, stirred the cake mixture, paired the socks, and helped fold the washing.  I was the oldest 
child, so I seemed to be expected to do the chores. 

One sunny winter after Mum and Mrs. Eckley, a neighbour were having a cuppa and knitting.  I was 4. I 
wandered off and came back with some string and a couple of sticks and tried to emulate their knitting, 
without much success (if any).  I remember Mrs Eckley saying “Oh, for goodness sake, June, go and get 
some wool and needles and I will teach her.”  My instruction went so well that I became the chief Bask 
knitter.  I would make the ribs and Mum would do the rest of the garment.  I started taking my knitting 
with me to school, and by then a few other kids were learning, so we would have competitions to see who 
could knit the most stitches between bus stops. 

My grandmother was a wonderful couturier and craftswoman and made her living sewing fashion for 
countrywomen.  She knitted and crocheted for pleasure and encouraged my crafting.  When I turned 8, I 
got a new bike to ride to school from my parents, and from my Grandma wool, needles and pattern book 
to make my first jumper for myself.  The wool was a blue tweed, jumper round neck with fitted sleeves. I 
was extremely proud of making and wearing it.  My sister and 2 younger brothers all wore the jumper in 
their turn.   

I was soon sitting at the kitchen table, a book propped up, knitting and reading for hours at a time, a habit 
that I still keep. 

When I was 17 yrs old I went with one of my Italian school friends to the M.I.A. Festival in Leeton, and met 
her grandmother who was demonstrating, spinning beautiful white fleece on a drop spindle.  I was 
entranced, so she showed me how to do this.  I played around with drop spindling for a while, but it was 
too slow for a youngster. 

When I was 23yrs old and living in Bourke, I joined C.W.A. and purchased my first wheel, a second-hand 
Ashford Traditional Spinning wheel.  I learned to spin on super fine Merino wool, that was often full of 
Bogan Flea, a nasty little spikey burr that would just not comb out of the fleece.  The vicious little spikes 
would stay in the tips of your fingers until they festered and came out when they were ready. 

That didn’t deter me.  I have been spinning and playing with wool and fibre every day since then (I will let 
you guess how many years that is  ) 

Jenny C 

Guild Life Member 
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Craft Inspiration from our Library Shelves 

 

The Guild Library has three copies of Easy to Crochet Tartan rugs 
which has been out of print for many years.   Here is a picture of 
the book with one of the rugs Linda B made a few years ago 
using all hand spun yarn. 

Our Library has hundreds of books that can inspire your next 
project – Why not have a browse next time you are at the 
Cottage 😉 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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The Lake Mac Open Studios are on again.  
 
The website is https://www.lakemac.com.au/Events-directory/Council-events/Lake-Mac-Open-
Studios. 
 
This is a great day out or weekend away visiting some of the artists in their crafts.  
All are committed to a Covid Safe programme by our Council. 
 
Lyn Abbott will once again have her studio open at 35 Stingaree Point Drive, Dora Creek. 
2264. from 10-4pm. 
 
There shall be 6 different artists all with their items for sale and demonstrating at Lyn’s Studio. 
Lyn specialises in Spinning, Weaving and Eco Dyeing, along with other many crafts.  She then 
makes her items into wearable art pieces. 
Ken Hall specialises in Weaving and very intricate detailed items.   
Catherine Gillieatt specialises in Weaving and Eco Dyeing and making wearable art. 
Karen Murray does ceramics, weaving, Felting along with many other crafts. 
Robin Inhen is an artist in felting, eco dyeing, weaving along with many other crafts. 
Bruce Abbott has just started woodturning and will be demonstrating on the day as well. 
 

For more information please contact Lyn Abbott 0419 408140 or brulynabbott1@tpg.com.au. 
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2020/21 Guild Directory 

President Debbie Mullins 
Vice President Sue Nolan 
Treasurer Helen Williams 
Secretary Margaret Cotter  
Public Officer Denise James 
Equipment Officers Bev Smith 
Cottage Manager Linda Bond   
Newsletter Editor Lisa Senior 
Librarian Kathryn Scurrah  
Website Administrator Margaret Cotter and Beth Davies  
Community Quilts Coordinator Noelene Fraser and Lynn Kellahan 
Events Coordinators Beth Davies and Kathryn Scurrah   
Life Members  Camelia Rogers,    

Pat de Carle 
Olive Jeffery  
Jenny Campbell 

  

Weekly Activities at Our Cottage 
All craft types are welcome at the Guild at any time. 

Day  Time  Craft Types  
Monday  Morning All Fibre and Textile with emphasis on Arts 

Patchwork and Quilting 
Tuesday  Morning All Fibre and Textile Arts with emphasis on 

Spinning, Weaving 
Wednesday  Morning All Fibre and Textile with emphasis on Arts 

Patchwork and Quilting 
Wednesday  Evening  All Fibre and Textile with emphasis on having a 

good time and sharing 
Thursday  Morning  All Fibre and Textile Arts with emphasis on 

Spinning and Yarns 
Saturday  Morning  All Fibre and Textile Arts with emphasis on 

Spinning and Yarns – Recommencing Feb 2021 
 
Community Quilts – 3rd Saturday of the month  
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Happy Birthday  
To everyone enjoying a birthday in June including members  

Jenny C, Beth D and Jenni M  

 
Beautiful watercolour pencil illustration courtesy of Bev S  

June Birthday flower is called Blancoa Canescan also known as Red Bugle or 
Winter Bell. 

 


