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The Cottage (home of our Guild) 
Building 2, 10 Russell Drysdale St,  
East Gosford, NSW 2250 
 
All correspondence  
Postal:       The Secretary,  
                   PO Box 4056  
                   East Gosford NSW 2250 
 
Email: cchstagsecretary@gmail.com 
 
Website: www.cottagecrafts.net.au 
 
The Cottage: (02) 4325 4743 
(Phone anytime and leave a message and 
we will get back to you A.S.A.P.) 
 
Email the Editor: coastalyarn@gmail.com 
Content and Feedback most welcome  

Dear Guild Members, 
Contributions to the newsletter would be 
gratefully received. Submissions can be sent 

to coastalyarn@gmail.com  . Hardcopy 
submissions can be left in the Newsletter 
drawer on the front table. 
 
Please send along pictures of your crafting 
during the holiday season – especially those 
last minute gifts so that I can put together a 
January offering ! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Cheers 
Lisa S 
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Presidents Report 
Hello Follow Guild Members 

Christmas is creeping up on us. 
 
A time of the year when we celebrate the joy that is our family and friends. 
No matter what our beliefs, we can all embrace our little community and reach out to those that may 
be struggling without their families.  
 
2020 has asked us to dig deep and call on strengths we didn't realise we had, we are so incredibly lucky 
to be in a country that has, so far pulled together and worked towards defeating this pandemic. 
The "tyranny of distance" has saved us from some of the very worst ravages of Covid 19. 
We still need to be vigilant in order to keep our family and community safe, washing our hands 
regularly, using the sanitiser and keeping up our social distancing. 
 
What a day we had on Saturday November 21st with Community Quilts, a spinning group and Clare 
from Fibre Arts Shed showcasing her wares. We also had a few visitors from the potters open day pop 
over to see our crafts. We showed what a vibrant and welcoming community we are. 
 
We had 5 spinning wheels kindly donated to us 
from Northlakes HS, they were more than we could 
use, so they were offered for sale to our community 
and then to the general public. We have 
managed to sell all 5 (plus gain a new Guild 
member) and have a welcome boost to our 
coffers, so that we can continue to provide a 
place to call our creative home. 
 
As we start the countdown to Christmas, remember 
it is about peace, love, kindness and inclusiveness.  
 
I wish you all the happiness and joy the season 
bring.  
 
Happy Holidays 
Debbie 
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Tuesday Group 
Photos and Text – Denise J  

EXCITEMENT AT THE COTTAGE – EXTRA RINSE CYCLE 
The Tuesday girls arrived on 01/12/20 to discover that there was a leak in the hot water 
pipe under the sink in the bathroom which was spraying a fine shot of hot water 
towards the ceiling. The bathroom was like a Turkish bath. 
 
All the fabrics that weren’t in sealed boxes were either slightly damp or wringing wet 
which means all the fabric was cleared out for drying ….. Lucky it was a hot day.  
 
The plumber arrived (great service from Council) and fixed the hot water system and 
the fabric with that extra rinse cycle was dried inside and outside the cottage! 

 

This was a great opportunity for a mop and a 
clean-up!!  

THANKS TO ALL WHO LENT A HAND 
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Earlier in November we had a surprise visit from Katie O’D  

 

 

Katie was down visiting her daughter, and came to 
visit it was great to see her and she is looking very well. 
Julie D gave her a beautiful Natures Wizard.  

This carer of nature’s creatures shall watch over Katie 
and her new little grandson. A lovely gift.   
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More Nature’s Wizards. 

Carers of nature’s creatures by Julie D 

 

 

 

 
Robyn B – our newest member 
with her first weaving on the 
Ashford Sampleit Loom  
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Margaret made a bag 
as a gift for a two year 
old, then she made fish 
2 of each colour to 
teach colours. 
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Community Quilts 
Photos and Info from Sue N, Noelene F, Lynn K  

 

 

 
 
I managed to finish this baby quilt in 
time for the hand over on 
Wednesday December 2nd.  

Many of the squares were donated 
and the sashings were from the 
cupboard.  

I donated the backing & border from 
my stash. It is interesting to see the 
effect you can achieve when 
working with a nine patch design. 

Sue N  
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Some child will be 
able to cuddle up 
under this beautifully 
made quilt. 

 
 

So colourful with lots 
of eye-spy squares to 
pick out.  Jane has 
patiently hand 
quilted this beauty in 
a circular pattern.  



 
December 2020 

 

  Page 9 of 20 

 

I started this project a few years ago using left 
over strips, finally completed (a Covid project 
completed yay!) 

Lynn K  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Quilt made using scraps and 
squares we found, fully 
completed by Lynn K   
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This quilt was an incomplete 
project, donated to the cottage, 
cut out but not sewn,  

 

Lynn K completed the sewing and 
the quilting. 
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Community Quilt Handover  
As you can see from the pics, we had a 
beautiful array of 23 quilts handed to the 
representatives from the Family & Child 
Protection Unit which covers the entire 
Central Coast area.  Even as the ladies 
were knocking on the door, Sue N. was 
sewing the label on one of her quilts, 
and Sheryl W. had dropped off her 
bright and breezy quilt on Tuesday 
p.m....this shows how keen they were to 
add to the pile of lovely quilts. 
 
Even amidst the ups and downs of this 
year, our members really excelled with 
the quality and number of quilts carefully 
made and also those UFO’s extricated 
from the “magic cupboard” in the 
storeroom.   

 

We are always grateful for the donations of partly completed quilt tops, some of which Jenny C. very 
kindly completes on her commercial quilting machine. Approximately 24 very sweet Blankets of Love 
were made to be given to the nurseries at our 2 local hospitals.  We plan to make a supply of 
humidicrib covers next year.  
 
Lynn K has some exciting 
projects in the pipeline with a 
block of the month type of 
approach which we hope our 
stitchers will embrace. 

 
All in all it was a very successful 
year for Community Quilts and 
we thank everyone involved in 
this very valuable work. 
As always, stitchers are always 
welcome on the third Saturday 
of the month from 10 a.m. to 
work through the stash of 
fabrics. 
In stitches....Lynn and Noelene   
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Thoughts on 2020 
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Talents on Display 
An applique quilt recently completed by Helen W, our Treasurer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"It took me about three months to complete this applique quilt.  It was a real 
challenge as I have only been quilting for about two years.  I had a pattern that I had 
bought a long time ago in New Zealand when I was on holidays. 

My husband, Tony was very impressed with the final result.  He hung it in his study and 
this is what he put on Facebook recently “Helen made this beautiful wall hanging for my 
office. She has patience, determination, perseverance and creativity”. 
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Natural Dyeing 
With Denise J 

 
 
My first attempt at onion skin dyeing on my own, it 
was very easy especially with the slow cooker. The 
colour came out much more orange than the time a 
group of Tuesday members did it about 2 years ago, 
with Gaye’s guidance.  
 
My nephew was my assistant on the day. I needed 
to buy some commercial yarn and dye it to match 
the colour of the fleece.  
 

 
 
The colour is much more successful than my effort with beetroot which was a great 
disappointment. 
 
Cheers Denise 
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Inspiration for 2021? 
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HANDY HINTS  
From Bev S 

 
What to do with scraps of wool or wool left from weaving? 

I collect gum leaves dry 
them in a book, and 
make gum nuts out of the 
wool scraps and tie them 
to my Christmas parcels, 
the leaves are written on 
easily with a felt pen.  

 

 

Also I tie my parcels with 
coloured unwanted wool 
or if you are learning to 
spin those big chunky 
lengths of wool are great 
for wrapping.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Editor: Attended a recent function where this type of decorated gum leaf was the 
place sitting tag – why not try this out around the family Christmas table. You could 
even write a joke on the other side and replace the plastic Christmas Crackers 
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Save the Date:   

FOCUS ON FIBRES  

Morisset Spinners & Weavers  

Big Sale of Members’ Handmade items  

Venue: Morisset Multipurpose Centre 

Date: April 17, 2021 Time: 9am to 3pm 

 

```````````` ```````````````````` 



 
December 2020 

 

  Page 19 of 20 

2020/21 Guild Directory 

President Debbie Mullins 
Vice President Sue Nolan 
Treasurer Helen Williams 
Secretary Margaret Cotter  
Public Officer Denise James 
Equipment Officers Bev Smith 
Cottage Manager Linda Bond   
Newsletter Editor Lisa Senior 
Librarian Kathryn Scurrah  
Website Administrator Margaret Cotter and Beth Davies  
Community Quilts Coordinator Noelene Fraser and Lynn Kellahan 
Events Coordinators Beth Davies and Kathryn Scurrah   
Life Members  Camelia Rogers,    

Pat de Carle 
Olive Jeffery  
Jenny Campbell 

  

Weekly Activities at Our Cottage 
All craft types are welcome at the Guild at any time. 

Day  Time  Craft Types  
Monday  Morning All Fibre and Textile with emphasis on Arts 

Patchwork and Quilting 
Tuesday  Morning All Fibre and Textile Arts with emphasis on 

Spinning, Weaving 
Wednesday  Morning All Fibre and Textile with emphasis on Arts 

Patchwork and Quilting 
Wednesday  Evening  All Fibre and Textile with emphasis on having a 

good time and sharing 
Thursday  Morning  All Fibre and Textile Arts with emphasis on 

Spinning and Yarns 
Friday  Morning  All Fibre and Textile crafts  

 
Saturday  Morning  Community Quilts – 3rd Saturday of the month  
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Happy Birthday  
To everyone enjoying a birthday in December including 

members 

Jane C and Robyn B 

 

 

 

The birth month flower for December is the Poinsettia which 
symbolises good cheer and success. The Poinsettia is inextricably 

linked with Christmas all over the World. 
 
 

 


