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Hello Everyone, 
 
THANKS FOR YOUR NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
THUS FAR  
 
PLEASE KEEP THEM COMING 
 
Please drop me a line at coastalyarn@gmail.com 
photos, stories, member profiles, jokes, interesting 
facts, handy hints and tips, and of course articles 
will always be welcome. 
 
Many Thanks in Advance 
Lisa 
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The Cottage (home of our Guild) 
Building 2, 10 Russell Drysdale St,  
East Gosford, NSW 2250 

 
All correspondence  
Postal:       The Secretary, PO Box 4056  
                   East Gosford NSW 2250 
 
Email: cchstagsecretary@gmail.com 
 
Website: www.cottagecrafts.net.au 
 
The Cottage: (02) 4325 4743 
(Phone anytime and leave a message and we will 
get back to you A.S.A.P.) 
 
Email the Editor: coastalyarn@gmail.com 
Content and Feedback most welcome  
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Presidents Report  
 

Hello everyone again.  
 
A very big thanks to the committee. Everything seems to be running along smoothly 
thanks to all your hard work. I continue to see changes every week.  
 
Our kitchen has been approved and the Council is awaiting on their quotes. They say 
the work should be done early in the New Year. It will be something to look forward to 
having a new kitchen. We will give you notice as we are thinking the cottage will need 
to be vacated for about a week all going well. I’ll print out a photo of the kitchen for the 
meeting.  
  
I’ve tried to be around as much as I can but having had a few operations this year it 
hasn’t been that easy but I have loved coming along when I can. Unfortunately I won’t 
be around again for quite some time unless I can have some lifts please. I’m having a 
double knee replacement on the 5th November and then will be in rehab for a few 
weeks.  
 
I look forward to seeing members at the next general meeting on the 3rd November at 
10.00. Among other things we will be discussing the Christmas lunch.  
 
Very warm regards  
 
Rosemary  
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The October Cottage Luncheon 
Lunch at Margarita Daze on Friday, October 19th 

Our group met up at this beautiful beachfront location on the best day for weather, thus far, in the 
month of October.  

The restaurant is light and airy with a coastal themed décor. 

A vast extent of window frontage allows dreamy views out to the Tasman Sea with Lion Island forming 
its distinctive shape straight ahead. 

We settled down to drinks and chatter followed by pondering the tempting menu – a majority choosing 
fish –not surprising considering the venue. The fish dishes ranged from calamari, salmon, and mussels. 
We spent some time practicing the French pronunciation of Niçoise!  

The service was very jolly and helpful including a member of staff doing us the favour of taking our 
photograph. 

Ruth B. 

 

Lunch “on hold”  

There will be no organised lunches until February 2019. Please note the date of the Christmas Party, 
Saturday December 8th. On Saturday, December 3rd the party arrangements will be discussed at the 
General Meeting. Information will follow by email and on the noticeboard.  
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Knitting for Grandchildren 
From Ruth B 

 

My mother owned and ran a wool shop in the village where I was brought up, Belmont in County 
Durham. It is a county far in the North East of England, where the wind blows cold from the North Pole 
and from Siberia across the North Sea. I am still getting used to the fact that in Australia it is the South 
where the cold winds come from not the North! 

Let me quote a 16th century nursery rhyme to give you the idea:- 

“The North wind doth blow and we shall have snow, 

And what will poor robin do then, poor thing? 

He’ll sit in a barn and keep himself warm 

and hide his head under his wing, poor thing 

and hide his head under his wing, poor thing” 

 

So you can imagine that a wool shop was a pretty good idea in such a region. The people in the village 
did not always have the money to pay for the yarn all at once so one of the rooms in our house had 
shelves of neatly wrapped packages of wool “put by”. 

My mother had one of the early knitting machines and used to finish off left over yarns by making 
children’s stripy cardigans and jerseys. At her funeral, a fond memory mentioned by the minister was 
the resulting gaggle of “stripy bairns” (as children are referred to in that part of the world) up and down 
Belmont for many years.  

As a teenager, I had a habit of choosing knitting patterns that were too difficult for me (in full 
knowledge of my limitations) then I would pull a pathetic face and say to my older sister, “Oh can you 
help me?”  – followed by my sister taking the garment and finishing it for me!   Thank you, Mary! 
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My mother did all the knitting for our two 
daughters (embarrassed but grateful 
youngest child that I am) – and the sewing!  
So I can’t say my skills have improved that 
much. Since I became a grandmother, 
however, I have a revitalised interest in 
knitting. Here are the latest offerings.  

   

 

 

Pattern Information  

The boys Button Through Vest is in Patons 
Kids' Classics Book 1307  

The girl's cardigan with the pattern at the 
lower edges and the cuffs is in 
Patons Roses and Posies Book 1313. 

Finally, the cardigan with garter stitch 
shawl is in a wonderful childrens' book of 
patterns, which I borrowed from Noelene. 
Thanks Noelene. 

 

Although two of the grandchildren in question live in Texas, where temperatures for many months are 
in the high 30s, they do have winter temperatures of 15°C with some nights of 4°C. Our granddaughter, 
Emily, who lives a few streets away from us in Copacabana has had knitted garments from birth.  
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I do use acrylic yarns from Spotlight, 
as I know that mothers wish to be able 
to throw the knitted garments merrily 
into the washing machine.  And I don’t 
wish to see my work ending up half 
the size it was when I sewed it up.  

Mentioning sewing up knits – I love 
the knitting but really dislike the 
sewing up – I don’t think I am alone in 
that –am I?  
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Some News From Our Spinners 
Earlier in October a few of our members attended the ‘open day' at the NSW GUILD. 
 

We had a fab time looking at the fibre stalls, purchasing 
some highly desirable locks here and there, not to 
mention a spindle or two. Whilst there we shared a 
fantastic lunch at a local 'dumpling' restaurant. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The Spinning group welcomes back Johanna A, after a brief spell 
away. 
Here she is with her new to her wheel an Ashford Joy purchased 
from Linda B.  
You guessed it, this wheel is ready for travel. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The new wild carder at the cottage is being used with much 
enthusiasm by different members creating beautiful blends of 
fibre, such as this lovely lilac merino, silk and angelina art batt. 

Trudie D. 
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 The Joan Keats Memorial Library 

LIBRARY AMNESTY  
“No Questions Asked”  

November 1st - December 1st 2018 

 

 

 

 

 
We have just completed a stock take of our Guild Library and find that we have 
a number of books and magazines that are no longer on our shelves nor in the 
borrowing system. 

Could I please ask that every member of the Guild has a look on their 
bookshelves, magazine racks and anywhere else you stash your reading 
material – and if you find one of our Library books, magazines, DVDs or even 
VHS tapes ………. could you return the item(s) to our Library. 

Many Thanks 

Lisa S 
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Break in Canberra 

Last week we took a trip down to our “Nation’s Capital” – we had no real plans but had a 
fantastic mini break. Here are some of our “textile” adventures. 

We dropped into the War 
Memorial – Always an emotional 
place. 

With Thanks to thousands of 
volunteers the grounds surrounding 
the War Memorial are festooned 
with 62,000 handmade poppies  

 

 

 

 

 

If anyone is interested the poppies are to be sold off (all proceeds to Legacy) details of how 
you can buy bunches of these poppies can be found on page 15  
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After admiring the handiwork of thousands of people, we headed inside – There are a 
number of new exhibits – including a tribute to returned Service persons and how they and 
their families pick up post service. 

There were tributes to the use of handicrafts in the 
rehabilitation of service people and the use of 
handicrafts as diversions during internment.  

The oil painting by Harold Abbott depicts a young 
commando Private Paul Friemel doing loom weaving as 
an occupational therapy in 1943 following a shoulder 
gunshot wound.  

 

This crocheted blanked 
was made by Corporal 
Austin Cooke who was 
imprisoned during WWII in 
the modern day Czech 
Republic. The blanket is 
made using unraveled 
wool from worn out 
knitted garments, using a 
crochet hook fashioned 
from a wooden 
toothbrush handle. I have 
never produced anything 
this neat  

 

 

This beaded snake was created by a Turkish prisoner 
captured by the Australian light horse. 
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The trip also included a visit to the National Portrait Gallery where we visited the new 20/20 
portraits that have been commissioned to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the gallery.  

In an adjacent gallery is this marvelous tapestry weaving of Dame Elizabeth Murdoch, the 
workmanship I have always admired.  
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We also visited Parliament, where we heard local member Lucy Wicks celebrate the 
achievement of her constituents at the Mangrove Country Fair that had been held the 
previous weekend. What a small world it is. 

Parliament had more poppies and we even saw the unveiling of Julia Gillard’s official Prime 
Ministerial portrait – my 
photo does not do the 
painting justice. This head 
shot portrait (deliberately 
not focusing on textiles or 
fabrics by way of her 
clothing) is in sharp contrast 
to the full length “suited” 
portraits of other Prime 
Ministers – which is 
interesting 
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Later in the week we got a little more contemporary and headed to the National Museum of 
Australia and got to view the “Yes” bicycle in all her glory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canberra is well worth a visit if you have not been recently – It is full of little surprises. 

Lisa S   

Photos courtesy Lisa S  
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HANDCRAFTED ARMISTICE POPPIES 

For Details Contact (02)6243 4555 

Or         

awm.gov.au/honourtheirspirit  
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“It’s a Wrap” Nuno Felting Workshop with Carolyn Kohler 

Organised by Rhonda V 

What a wonderful day we all had at the cottage today. There was six of us attending the Nuno Felting workshop 
with the very talented Carolyn Kohler. Everyone went home very happy with their wrap and they were all so 
different but all looked just amazing. I asked the ladies to share their thoughts on the workshop and here is what 
they had to say   

o Marvelous workshop with a patient and talented tutor. 
o I am so thrilled with the skills I have learnt today and so proud of my piece. 
o Thank you so much Carolyn for a wonderful day, your calmness and encouragement was invaluable. 
o I am thrilled with my Shawl and am in awe of the wonderful creations you guided us all to produce. This was 

an unforgettable day and the start of a whole new fibre adventure for me. 

Carolyn has promised to come back next year to do another workshop for those who were interested but unable 
to attend today. 
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Fibrefest 2018 

Central Coast Guild was well represented at Fibrefest with not only the guild and members tables, a number of 
members took out their own space. Although the day started off overcast with rain threatening, spirits we not 
dampened. The buses rolled in about 10.00am and it was like a bargain basement sale, wall to wall people. 
Many old friends stopped by to say hello while others were first timers and were pleasantly surprised with what 
they discovered. If you did not make it there this year start planning to be there next year. 

 Right: Our Guild sign was decorated with some of 
the beautiful items for sale 

 

Left: Two of our hard working volunteers Beth and 
Rhonda  

 

  

Right: Some of Rhonda's Nuno 
felted Garments   on offer.  

Left  

Beth's Lovely knits that were a real 
talking point with many of the 
knitters’ guild members.  

          

Left: Julie helping out, with some of the many 
items for sale by Lyn and herself. 

Right: Trudie with her wonderful array of yarn and 
tops for sale. 

                            

Lyn and Donna catching up. 

              Thank you all for your Support 

              Beth Davies and Gay Brown  

               Event Co ordinators  
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Guild Dates for Your Diary 
Date Event  Opportunity  
3rd Nov 18 Guild General Meeting  

The Cottage  
10.00 a.m. start  

Participate in your 
Guild 

8th Dec 18  Christmas Party 
 

Meet the rest of 
the Team. 

 

* Ultimately this increases membership, keeps annual fees to a reasonable level and means that we get to 
enjoy each other’s company and meet other members of our Guild. You do not need to be an expert to 
represent our Guild – only pre-requisite is the ability to enjoy yourself. Please join us if you can   

** 100% of all revenue made from donations to the Guild table are returned to the Guild.  

*** 10% of all “Personal Sales” at a Guild organised event are donated to the Guild. 

 

 
INVITATION TO ALL 
With the longer evenings (thanks to daylight savings), 
the “Wednesday Night Group” would like to invite you 
to drop by. 

Due to recent changes we are few in number (often 
only 2 or 3 people per night) and would welcome some 
new members or even the occaisional visitor to drop by 
and share what they are doing in their day groups. 

We shall even put the kettle on  
The Wednesday Night Group 
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Some Community Events for Your Calendar 

 

This was just one of the services scheduled on Remembrance Day – Check your local guides 
for more info. 

  

  

 

 

Check details with organisations  

All details provided here in good faith  

If there is anything / topics of interest or 
events you would like to publicise please 
drop line to Coastalyarn@gmail.com 
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2018/19 Guild Directory 

President Rosie Lark 
Vice President Sue Nolan 
Treasurer Sheryl Whittington 
Secretary Margaret Cotter  
Public Officer Denise James 
Equipment Officers Bev Smith 
Social Convenor Ruth Bamber 
Cottage Manager Lyndall Brown 
Librarian and Newsletter Editor Lisa Senior 
Website Administrator Margaret Cotter 
Community Quilts Coordinator Noelene Fraser and Lynn Kellahan 
Events Coordinators Gay Brown and Beth Davies 
Life Members  Camelia Rogers,    

Pat de Carle 
Olive Jeffery  
Megan Turnidge 

 

Weekly Activities at Our Cottage 
All craft types are welcome at the Guild at any time. 

 

Day  Time  Craft Types  
Monday  Morning All Fibre and Textile with emphasis on Arts 

Patchwork and Quilting 
Tuesday  Morning All Fibre and Textile Arts with emphasis on 

Spinning, Weaving 
Wednesday  Morning All Fibre and Textile with emphasis on Arts 

Patchwork and Quilting 
Wednesday  Evening  All Fibre and Textile with emphasis on having 

a good time and sharing 
Thursday  Morning  All Fibre and Textile Arts with emphasis on 

Spinning and Yarns 
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Birthstones of November are Citrine and Topaz  
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Photograph – L Senior  


