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Kay Haerland’s entry in the Gosford Art Prize Exhibition 

The Cottage (home of the guild) 

Building 2, 10 Russell Drysdale St, East Gosford, NSW 2250 

All correspondence Postal or Email to: 

The Secretary, PO Box 4056 East Gosford NSW 2250 

Secretary: cchstagsecretary@gmail.com 

Website: www.cottagecrafts.net.au 
 

Phone the cottage:  02-43254743 
(Phone anytime and leave a message and we will get back to you asap) 

Email the Editor: coastalyarn@gmail 
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General News 

Community Quilts 

Last month our quilters donated a number of quilts to PANOC. 11 cot quilts and 10 bed quilts were given to 
the counsellors from this organisation for distribution to needy children.  Cathy Hardiman and another staff 
member came to the Cottage one Wednesday and they were most grateful for our donation. Cathy gave a little 
talk on the work they do and how the quilts will be distributed. We have given twice in the past to this Unit and 
feel that it is a most worthy cause as the children can take their quilts with them if they move accommodation. 
A suggestion was made that pillow slips would also be appreciated, maybe plain on one side and patchwork on 

the other.  Thank you to all those ladies who have worked tirelessly to produce these wonderful quilts. 

Library Notes 

Louise our lovely librarian has set up some shelves at the end of the bench in the kitchen area, to help us 
get to know what is available in the library. Every couple of weeks there will be a new theme focusing on a 
particular craft area of interest, currently it is felting. These books are available for borrowing at any time. 

 

Salvation Army Christmas Appeal 

A tub has been set up by Lyn to place gifts in for the Christmas Appeal. Gifts are to be left unwrapped, and   
can be for children and/or adults. 

Please give generously to this worthy cause. 

 

Library Bags for Vanuatu 

Noelene would appreciate your help in making library bags for schools in Vanuatu. Two nurses from 
Wyong Hospital regularly travel to Vanuatu with goodies to help in outlying villages. 

This is a wonderful way to use up some our stash and know that it is  being put to good use and MUCH 
APPRECIATED by the young recipients. They are simple to make on a sewing machine or overlocker. 

Size : approx 15” square.... you don’t have to be to precise 

Materials:  suitable for Kindy to High School students 

You cxan Let your inner decorative self  free and add trims if you wish!!!!! 

Many thanks in anticipation...................... Noelene 

 

Christmas Party 

Our Christmas party will be held on Saturday 10th of December at lunch time. The cost is $10/head. We 
would ask to you to write your name on the board if you are going to attend and then pay either Lyn A or 
Beth before the end of November. 

If you are attending could you also bring a gift to the value of about $10 that is handmade and wrapped. 

Also bring your thinking skills as we will do a trivia quiz, with Margaret Cotter being our quiz master this 
year. 
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Feltfine Trip 

Trip to Feltfine on Sunday 4th December.  

FELTFINE is having a huge sale day on Sunday 4th December .  

It will be all day starting from about 9 am going to 5pm.  

We have a large amount of yarns that are discontinued which will be 50% off . Lots of Batts and Pre felts at 
25% off and all other items such as rovings and packs of coloured merino we are selling for 15% off as a 
thank you for you custom over the past years .  

A large amount of Hand Dyed yarns in beautiful colours will also be 15% off .  

Lots of weaving yarns as well. 
There are books on Felting, a small needle felt / embellishing machine ( 50% ) and a slightly used Ashford 
Wild Drum carder ( 20% off RRP ) 
Lots, lots more .So come up and have fun working through all the " stuff" . Then have a coffee around in 
the little Village of Paterson, and lots more to do in the Hunter area with ALL the savings you have made 
here. 
Feed the Alpacas while your here. 
Bring a bus or a car full......be early for the best items. 
For enquiries and directions to the Farm call Gary on 0427385510  

A few of us are going up and transport can be car pooled if you are interested.  

Please put your name on the list and arrangements can be worked out closer to the date.  

Thanks, Lyn Abbott. 

 

Housekeeping from Equipment Officers.  

We are so very lucky, to have such a wonderful lot of equipment for which we can use and borrow.  

If anyone has borrowed any item and not put into the borrowed book, could we please ask you to do so.  

This allows others to borrow, use and return.  

It also enables us to keep control of the Equipment at the Cottage.  

The Equipment Borrowing Guidelines are displayed in the Cottage.  

Thanking you,  

Gay, Bev & Lyn.  

 

 

Lyn’s Poppy Scarf.  

This had been woven on a Saori Loom and made to look like a 
green field.  

The poppies are crochet and put on for a Field of Poppies.  
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Lyn has made this top out of a woven Saori piece of silk. The silk 
was knotted and knots put through the piece for effect.  

Then made into a top. This is very comfortable to wear. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This fleece was dyed and spun by Jenny Campbell.  

Note the colours and the real flow it has to it. This will be 
put to use and made into a beautiful ?????????  

A beautiful job Jenny.  

We can’t wait to see what is made from this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diane made this beautiful Nuno Felted Scarf on Thursday.  
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Cottage Trip to Gardenworld Ourimbah   shared By Ruth Bamber 

Gardenworld was a day well spent together on Thursday 27th October. An enthusiastic young horticulturist 
called Crystal gave a most interesting talk about plants starting with succulents and cacti. Other plants 
Crystal recommended were calabrachoa because they tolerate and even thrive in sandy loam with 
examples passed around the group. They come in a wide variety Fi bought a pink variety with a dark middle 
with the splendid name of Mango Tango.  

Advice was offered about potting compost with the point being made that more expensive types retain 
moisture and give plants necessary feeding material.Some mention was made by members of the group 
regarding the "odour" of blood and bone mixtures! Crystal commented about how a pet rabbit she had 
buried in the garden as a child did in fact produce the most wonderful growth of plants on its 'burial 
ground". Shows that observations when young can create the beginnings of interest in horticulture!  

We all enjoyed wandering amongst the colourful potted plants and purchases were made.Then it was time 
for lunch with the choice of dishes ranging from smoked salmon, salad, wraps and frittatas.  

Beth Davies had kindly offered a tour of her garden after lunch. Beth and Brian's home is set in a delightful 
rural landscaped setting with hundreds of species of plants and trees. Mention had been made in the 
Coastal Yarn of arriving with secateurs. The photograph shows how our arms became bountifully laden 
with generous amounts of cuttings. Questions and discussions about names/species/types and prime 
positioning of the plants ensued. The sweeping lawns down to the dam were admired and Brian's many 
sheds and collections of wood became the subject of comment. Beth's new sewing room in the converted 
double garage brought sighs of appreciation.  

After choosing from a range of tea worthy of the Ritz we left for home having enjoyed each other's 
company and thinking of how richer our gardens would look with our exciting new plants. Also ringing in 
our ears were Beth's words that an inspection of our gardens would be the follow-up!  

Thank you for coming and making the trip a success and thank you Beth. 
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Mangrove Mountain Fair 2016 shared by Naomi Perry 
 

This year's Mangrove Mountain Country Fair was one of their biggest ever. The turnout was massive. We 
had a lovely day as per usual. We had lots of interested people asking about what we were doing. Our 
gazebo was directly across from the animals, so we had a lively bunch of alpacas, sheep, cows and horses 
across the way from us which was lovely.     
 
The local doctor has a lovely dark brown alpaca called Flora, and she most generously donated Flora's 
freshly shorn fleece to us. Annalisa from Bumble Hill Alpacas also donated a couple of bags of alpaca fleece 
to us, so we have plenty of alpaca fibre for spinning. 
 
 About three years ago Annalisa gave Naomi some brown huacaya and some cream suri to spin. Naomi 
spun the fibre and knitted a hat which she gave to Annalisa at this year's fair. You can see her happily 
wearing the hat in a couple of the photos.  
 
We had a great production line going with Katie selecting the wool from our hangers and carding it with a 
little help from our friend, a young local girl who comes to help us every year. She explains to everyone 
how the carder works and gives away our bracelets for us and this is her third year of helping us out which 
is pretty awesome. 
 
 After Katie had carded the wool, Naomi did the spinning, making plenty of bracelets to hand out to the 
children, and also making long plied pieces to weave on the sampleit loom which we had this year. Antje 
wove in the morning, and Naomi's husband, Simon, manned the loom in the afternoon, entertaining the 
onlookers with his weaving stories. The most amazing part of the weaving story is that none of us had done 
any weaving before, so I think we did a pretty good job really. By the end of the day we had woven just 
under two metres worth of fabric all with yarn that had been carded and spun on the day. 
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INDEN : Japanese Deerskin Handicraft Goods shared by Ruth Bamber 

Indenis a craft which goes back more than 400 years. Deerskin was originally used to make 

part of the Japanese armour – the “tabi” socks.      

Takeda Shingen, born 1521, was a powerful 

feudal lord who ordered the production of 

Indento be centred in Koshu, Yamanashi 

Prefecture. His name was used for the “Shingen- 

bokuro“ which was a deer leather bag big 

enough and sturdy enough to hold an entire set 

of body-armour. This is the nature of Inden - light 

but strong. 

In the 17th century,UeharaYushichi,the first 

president of theInden Workshop, came up with unique techniques to draw patterns on 

deer leather with lacquer – a revolutionary change in the world of Inden ,which used to 

have patterns created on it by smoking straw or applying pine resin. 

Geometric designs from India (or Indo in Japanese) were adopted which is said to be the 

reason why the name, “Inden,” was established. Nowadays, purses, handbags, glasses 

cases belts and various other products are made from the tanned dyed and silkscreened 

deerskin. All types of designs from Nature are applied. 

The popular patterns are cherry blossom (sakura), dragon flies, grid patterns and the turtle 

pattern (symbol of longevity) . 

When my family lived in Tokyo we were given some rather lovely Inden gifts. 

                                                                          Geoff’s translation 
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Dates for Your Diary 
 

Saturday 12th November Open and Sale Day at the Cottage  

Friday 11th-20th November Creative Craft Exhibition - Art Gallery East 
Gosford 

Saturday 19th November Community Quilts at the Cottage 

Saturday 3rd December Saturday Craft at the Cottage 

Saturday 10th December Christmas Party at the Cottage 

 
Tuesday 7th March 2017 

The Gathering at Morisset 

 

NB Please what out for dates re meetings as I’ll send them separately 

   

Next month I’ll let you know when each group is returning in January. 
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Surprise Mini Jacket By Linda Boshler  shared by Lyn Abbott 

 
 Cast on 48 stitches  
Row 1: Knit 12, place marker, Knit 24, place marker, Knit 12  
Row 2: (Knit to 2 stitches before marker, knit 2 together, slip marker) twice, knit remaining stitches  
Repeat Row 2 until you have 24 stitches – 6, marker, 12, marker, 6  
Next Row: (Knit all stitches to marker, make 1 stitch, slip marker) twice, knit remaining stitches  
Repeat this row until you have 48 stitches – 12, marker, 24, marker, 12  
Cast off 12 stitches, cut yarn.  
Using an extra knitting needle or other end of circular knitting needle (slip the 12 stitches onto the thin area of the 
circular needle and form a loop between where the stitch marker is) pick up 24 end ‘purl’ stitches along side edge 
(12 from each side of front shoulder). Using no yarn joining technique work off 24 stitches of knitting with the ‘purl’ 
stitches. Re-join yarn and cast off remaining 12 stitches and sew in ends.  
You should have 4 tails left to sew in (plus joins along the way if you chose to use different yarns for stripes)  
This jacket can be made to fit any size.  
Make a swatch of garter stitch knitting in desired yarn and knitting needles and work out how many stitches per inch 
(or cm) are required.  
Measure the body circumference required. Work out how many stitches you’ll need and cast on double this amount 
– ensure that the end number is a multiple of four. Markers are placed at the ¼ mark and the ¾ mark and off you go 
!!  
Jacket looks best if made with yarn with long repeats or multi colour (such as Noro), or by using up the stash and 
working stripes. Because of the mitred corners to the sleeves and fronts the stripes really stand out.  
 
NO YARN JOINING TECHNIQUE  
Slip first stitch from right hand needle to left needle. Pass 2nd stitch on left needle over 1st stitch.  
* Slip 2 stitches from left needle to right needle. Pass 2nd stitch on right needle over 1st stitch.  
Slip 2 stitches from right needle to left needle. Pass 2nd stitch on left needle over 1st stitch.  
Repeat from * until all stitches have been worked off.  
Usually you would then thread a piece of yarn through the last stitch and sew in both ends to finish. With this 
garment you pass the last stitch over the 1st of the remaining 12 stitches and then cast off remaining stitches to form 
the sleeve of the jacket.  
SLEEVES TOO SHORT  
Don’t cast off the 12 stitches at beginning and end. Instead continue in circular garter stitch to desired length.  
 
BODY TOO SHORT  

Pick up stitches along bottom edge of jacket and 
continue in garter stitch until desired length. For a 
more professional finish either crochet around 
entire back and front or place ‘purl’ stitches along 
front edge and then cast off to match original 
front of jacket. 
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 Guild Directory                                          

 

PRESIDENT Kathryn  Scurrah 

VICE PRESIDENT Sue Nolan 

SECRETARY   Margaret Cotter/Jenny Campbell 

TREASURER Lyn Abbott 

PUBLIC OFFICER Jenni Munday 

EQUIPMENT OFFICER Bev Smith/Lyn Abbott  

COTTAGE MANAGER Jane Catford 

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR Lyn Abbott 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR Beth Davies 

PUBLICITY OFFICER Kathryn Scurrah 

LIBRARIAN Louise Flood 

WORKSHOP CONVENER Jenni Campbell/Beverley Robertson 

SOCIAL CONVENOR Ruth Bamber 

COMMUNITY QUILTS CO-ORDINATOR Noelene Fraser 

WEBSITE ADMINISTRATOR Naomi Perry 

 

Patron 

 

Life Members 

Camelia Rogers,   Norma Shimeld,  Pat de Carle. 

 

WEEKLY DIARY   

Tuesday 9:30am Spinning, Weaving and Other Crafts 

Wednesday 9:30am Patchwork and Quilting 

Wednesday 7:00pm All Fibre and Textile Arts 

Thursday  10:00 am       Felting  (1nd & 3rd Thursday of 
month)Other Thursdays Anything Goes 

Friday 10:00am Knitting and Crochet 

 
MONTHLY DIARY 

  

As Notified  General Meetings 

1st Saturday of Month  Saturday Craft 

3rd Saturday of Month  Community Quilts 

 


