
 

The Newsletter of Central Coast Handweavers, Spinners & Textile Arts Guild Inc. 

Est 1972                         June-July  2016    Page 1 

 

Topic Page 

Introduction 1 

Knitting 2 

Spinning 3 

Felting 4 

Chocolate Cake 
Recipe 

5 

Dates for the Diary 6 

Guild Directory 7 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The AGM 

The AGM is to be held on Saturday the 30th July. We would love to see lots of members for this meeting as 

it gets us all together to have a great catch up and chat. 

 Please consider nominating for a position, which must be done prior to the meeting. Nomination forms 

will be on the front desk and as an attachment to this newsletter. 

Another attachment to this newsletter explains the roles and responsibilities for each position. 

Remember the old adage many hands make light work!!!!!! Perhaps you and a friend could share the 

position. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The Cottage (home of the guild) 

Building 2, 10 Russell Drysdale St, East Gosford, NSW 2250 

All correspondence Postal or Email to: 

The Secretary, PO Box 4056 East Gosford NSW 2250 

Secretary: cchstagsecretary@gmail.com 

Website: www.cottagecrafts.net.au 
 

Phone the cottage:  02-43254743 
(Phone anytime and leave a message and we will get back to you asap) 

Email the Editor: coastalyarn@gmail 
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Knitting 
 

 

Ruth’s gorgeous knitted cardigans for her next grandchild to be born in August 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gail with her latest scarf 
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Spinning 

Keeping a Record of Your Hand spun Yarn 

 
Keeping track of information about your handspun yarn doesn't need to be daunting—it is all 
contained in your yarn and making a few notes while you're working will help you if you need to 
recreate the same yarn in the future. Here is a simple system for keeping track of the yarns you 
make. 
Save a bit of the fibre, the singles, and the plied yarn and wrap it around an index card where you will 
note where you got the fibre, what it is and how much you started out with. Measure the wraps per inch 
and the yards per pound/gram; write down when you made it, as well as how many yards/metres you 
spun. Also make notes of any dyeing techniques and colours used. 
Keep all the cards in a box near your spinning area and when you need to recreate the yam, you will have 
all the information you need on that little card. Let us 
know if you have an interesting system for keeping 
track of what you're spinning. 

Excerpt from Spin-Off e-newsletter 10 June 2009. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Fees  
Membership fees are now due and should be paid by the 30th of April. If there is a problem with this 
please talk to someone on the committee. The fees remain at $80.00 annually.  
Payment can be made in several ways.  
 
Direct Debit : Bendigo Bank  
BSB: 633-000  
Account: 146635230  
 
Cheque : made Payable to Central Coast Handweavers and Spinners & Textile Arts Guild  
 
Cash : Please put the cash in an envelope with your name on it and put into the Treasurers drawer or give 
it to any one of the committee members to receipt.  
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Felting Days at The Cottage.  

Every 1st and and 3rd Thursday of the month. Please note the change of days. Unfortunately there was 
some confusion and communication difficulties. Also please note that we are endeavouring to open the 
Cottage each Thursday so members can come and do any craft. 

On these days we can do anything.  

Wet Felting / Nuno Felting / Needle Felting or just come along and see what is happening and bring any 
type of craft.  

We can show you how to wash, prepare & card your own fleece. There is no limit to what you can do.  
Dates Allocated.  

July                   Thursday 7th / Thursday 21st.  

August              Thursday 4th / Thursday 18th.  

September        Thursday 1st/ Thursday 15th.  

October            Thursday 6th / Thursday 20th.  

November        Thursday 3rd / Thursday 17th.  

December         Thursday 1st/ Thursday 15th.  

Looking forward to seeing you there.  

We do have the items below on hand at the cottage if you would like to try it. Just come along and we will 
get you started.  

(Feel free to phone Lyn 0419 408140 if you would like to arrange anything.)  

Items to bring for Wet & Nuno Felting.  

Non Slip Matting bigger than the size you want to felt. This can be purchased by the roll from the cheaper 
shops.  

A round stick or poly pipe (to go inside the matting to roll),  a little wider than the matting.  

Bubble   wrap the length of the roll.  

At least 3 towels.  

Wool Mix or detergent or similar to mix with water.  

Spray Bottle or Water bottle to use hot water. (Can also use a dish with a plastic bag to put the water over 
the net or screen.)  

Netting or Fly screen at least the size you want to felt. Fleece or tops, Alpaca or whatever you wish to felt.  

Fabric if you want to Nuno felt onto.  
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Quick Mix Boiled Chocolate Cake shared by Margaret Cotter 

This is the recipe for the delicious cake that Margaret bought at our meeting and community quilts day. 
Thank you for sharing it Margaret!!!! 
 
Melted butter, to grease or (baking paper) 
270g (1 1/3 cups, firmly packed) brown sugar 
185ml (3/4 cup) milk 
125g butter, cubed 
50g (1/2 cup) cocoa powder 
1/4 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda 
150g (1 cup) self-raising flour 
2 tablespoons plain flour 
3 eggs, lightly whisked 
3 eggs, lightly whisked 
 
Method 
Preheat oven to 160°C. Brush a deep, square, 19cm (base measurement) cake pan (see tip below) with the 
melted butter to lightly grease. Line the base and sides of the pan with non-stick baking paper. 
 
Place the sugar, milk and butter in a large saucepan. Use a fine sieve to sift the cocoa and bicarbonate of 
soda over the mixture. Place the pan over medium-low heat and use a whisk to stir until the mixture is 
smooth (don't boil the mixture).  Remove the pan from the heat and set aside for 5 minutes to cool slightly. 
 
Use a sieve to sift half of each the self-raising and plain flours into the pan. Use the whisk to stir until the 
mixture is smooth. Repeat with the remaining flours. Add the eggs and continue to stir until well 
combined. 
 
Pour the mixture into the prepared cake pan and gently tap the pan on a bench to release any large air 
bubbles. Bake in preheated oven for 45-55 minutes or until a skewer inserted in the centre of the cake 
comes out clean. Set aside for 2 minutes before turning onto a wire rack. Set aside for 1 3/4 hours or until 
completely cool. 
 
To make the chocolate icing, sift the icing sugar and cocoa into a medium bowl. Add the butter and water, 
and stir with a wooden spoon until smooth. Use 
the back of a spoon or palette knife to spread 
the icing evenly over the top of the cooled 
cake. Set aside for about 50 minutes or until 
the icing is firm. 
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Dates for Your Diary 

Saturday 16th July Community Quilts at the Cottage 9:30 

 

 
Saturday 30th July 2106 

 

Annual General Meeting at the Cottage 10am 

 

Friday 5th August Annual Knit In at Toukley Senior Citizens 

 
Saturday 6th August 

 

Saturday Craft at the Cottage 9:30 

Saturday 13th –Sunday 14th  August South Coast Fibre Muster Gerringong Town Hall 

 

 
Saturday 20th August 

Community Quilts at the Cottage 9:30 

 

Saturday  3rd September  9am -4pm Grammar School Spring Fair 

Volunteers needed 

Sunday  11th September Steiner School Spring Fair 

Volunteers needed 

Sunday 9th October  Fibre Fest 2016  Sacred Spaces Singleton   

 

 

New Members 

A warm welcome to Clare Thornly. We hope you are enjoying learning to spin!!!!!!! 

Thank You 

Bruce Abbott would like to say a sincere thanks to all those who have collected the used stamps from 

envelopes and added them to the bag on the side of the fridge. This is a great way to fund raise and all 

those stamps are well used in this way. 
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 Guild Directory                                          

 

PRESIDENT Kathryn  Scurrah 

VICE PRESIDENT Lyn Abbott 

SECRETARY   Beth Davies 

TREASURER Anne Pearce 

PUBLIC OFFICER Fiona Nicholas 

EQUIPMENT OFFICER Bev Smith/Lyn Abbott  

COTTAGE MANAGER Lyn Kellahan & Rosie Lark Bev Smith 

WELFARE OFFICER & SOCIAL SECRETARY  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR Beth Davies 

PUBLICITY OFFICER Kathryn Scurrah 

LIBRARIAN Louise Flood 

WORKSHOP CONVENER Lyn Abbott/Jenni Munday /Vickie 
Perry 

MINUTE SECRETARY Noelene Fraser 

WEBSITE ADMINISTRATOR Naomi Perry 

 

Patron 

 

Life Members 

Camelia Rogers,   Norma Shimeld,  Pat de Carle. 

 

WEEKLY DIARY   

Tuesday 9:30am Spinning, Weaving and Other Crafts 

Wednesday 9:30am Patchwork and Quilting 

Wednesday 7:00pm All Fibre and Textile Arts 

Thursday  10:00 am       Felting  (1nd & 3rd Thursday of 
month)Other Thursdays Anything Goes 

Friday 10:00am Knitting and Crochet 

 
MONTHLY DIARY 

  

As Notified  General Meetings 

1st Saturday of Month  Saturday Craft 

3rd Saturday of Month  Community Quilts 

 


