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Beth’s knitted blanket made from small knitted 

diamonds sewn together 

The Cottage (home of the guild) 

Building 2, 10 Russell Drysdale St, East Gosford, NSW 2250 

All correspondence Postal or Email to: 

The Secretary, PO Box 4056 East Gosford NSW 2250 

Secretary: cchstagsecretary@gmail.com 

Website: www.cottagecrafts.net.au 
 

Phone the cottage:  02-43254743 
(Phone anytime and leave a message and we will get back to you asap) 

Email the Editor: coastalyarn@gmail 
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Shared by Noelene Fraser 
 

 

How a 150-year-old 

blanket can help settle a 

native title claim 

Early bureaucratic records form part of a rich indigenous heritage, writes Steve 
Meacham. 
IT SOUNDS like a candidate for the most boring university dissertation: blanket records of colonial NSW, 1815-70. 

And yet, says Ronald Briggs, those mundane lists are proving an invaluable legal resource, allowing fellow 

Aborigines to make native tide claims and trace family trees. 

For 14 years Briggs has been one of two indigenous services librarians at the State Library of NSW. He has spent 

much of his life touring the state - "I wish I'd kept a travelogue" - telling Aborigines of the cultural riches contained in 

the library's vaults. He has given talks in cities, in jails and in community halls "backo' Bourke". But for the first time 

many of the library's indigenous heritage items are being put online as part of a website, atmitchell.com, aimed at 

improving the institution's public accessibility. 

Most of the objects have obvious significance. Take the handwritten draft of Legendary Tales of the Australian 

Aborigines, written by David Unaipon, the first full-blood Aborigine to have his work published, in London in 1926. 

Or the artwork by Tommy McRae and Mickey of Ulladulla, the first Aboriginal artists in NSW to use European 

materials to document their community life. As Briggs says, McRae's pen and ink sketches of tribal life along the 

Murrumbidgee are "simplistic, naive", yet capture a moment when 'Aboriginal people who had led a nomadic life 

were being congregated into particular areas and encouraged to settle". 

But the blanket records? That takes a little more explanation. 

Recorded history... Tommy McRae's Hunting Birds (left) and Corroboree document tribal life. 



In a back room at the library, Briggs delicately opens two of the flimsy volumes. One, with a label reading simply 

"Blacks", is from the Bathurst region, circa 1867; the other, from the Shoalhaven, begins hi 1833. Both chart, with 

bureaucratic precision, which Aborigines were given blankets by the colonial administrators, and when Briggs says it 

was the governor, Lachlan Macquarie, who began the practice of handing out blankets in 1814. "He was concerned 

with the numbers of Aboriginal people who were beginning to congregate around the pockets of European 

settlement," Briggs says. "They were quite destitute. They didn't have access to their traditional lands any more. They 

weren't hunting, and they were beginning to rely more and more on European assistance." Macquarie believed 

handing out blankets once a year would help alleviate the suffering, initially in Parramatta. But by the 1860s it had 

spread across the state, with the blankets usually handed out by the head of the local police. 

The importance of the records, says Briggs, is that "they capture the moment of transition when traditional Aboriginal 

lifestyles [were being replaced by] a new form of lifestyle which involved interaction with Europeans". 

Usually, the white record keeper listed the recipient's English name, his or her "native name", age, number of children 

and, most importantly place of settlement. Today many of the names Aborigines were given wouldn't pass the political 

correctness test: Monkey Old Monkey, Topsy, Teapot. 

But that does not detract from the value of the records themselves. "For an Aboriginal person today who is researching 

their family history, this might be the only record they have of their great-great-great-grandfather," says Briggs, 

himself of indigenous background. "For an [Aborigine], this is as far back as you can go." 

The point is that before European arrival indigenous Australians kept no written records: "But the breakdown of 

Aboriginal society once Europeans [arrived] was pretty dramatic. A lot of the old oral traditions were lost." 

In recent years, says Briggs, "80 per cent of the Aboriginal people I deal with here at the library are researching family 

histories", not family in a confined European sense, but family as in community. "They want to know where they 

come from, who their people were." 

The records are also "really important for people involved in native title claims because they can prove their people 

were from a particular area and use that as evidence in court". Indigenous material from the library's $1.5 billion 

collection on Australia's history and heritage has been used for Aboriginal events such as the outcome of Mabo and 

the Festival of the Dreaming. 

The state librarian, Dagmar Schmidmaier, praises the Rio Tinto Aboriginal foundation for donating $100,000 a year 

for four years to enable so much of the indigenous collection to go online. It is material, she says, of interest not just to 

Aborigines but to all Australians, particularly schoolchildren interested in rinding out the truth about the first years of 

European settlement. 
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Quilting 
 

Wow!!! Ruth’s first ever quilt, with lots of help especially from 

Gwenda 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Gwenda’s latest quilt using 4 inch squares 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Noelene’s newest quilt 
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General News 
Working Bee 
What a great bunch of willing shillings that turned up for our working bee!!! Thanks to Kathryn Lyndal, 
Beth & Brian, Lynn & Tony, Ruth & Geoff, Noelene, Raewyn, Fi, Margaret and Jane all pitched in with an 
amazing amount of jobs being done. 
The Cottage lots bright and clean thanks to the walls being washed, the cobwebs coming down and the 
steps and rails being scrubbed. Outside also got a makeover with lots of sweeping and raking, but those 
camphor laurel leaves just keep on coming down! 
Inside the bathroom was done out, the cupboards cleaned out, the shelves washed down and the kitchen 
was tidied and scrubbed till it shone.  
Morning tea just about saw us finished with just the floors to be done. Thanks very much to all of those 
who helped. 
 
Shed  
Thanks to Linda B who provide us with a massive set of bolt cutters we are now back in into the shed, 
courtesy of Brian who demonstrated his skills at breaking and entering!!!!!!!!!!! There is a key in the 
kitchen with a large wooden tag so we are not tempted to put it in a bag or down somewhere never to be 
found again. 
 

Christmas Party Invitation 
Our Christmas Party  luncheon will be held on Saturday,  12th December at 12 noon. The cost will be $10. 
We would ask you to contribute a small handmade gift to our secret Santa presents. We would love you to 
bring your present to the cottage beforehand, but if not possible please bring on the day (wrapped). 
We will put a Santa sack on the back table for gifts to go in. 

RSVP by 1st December to Beth Davies  via email  cchstagsecretary@gmail.com or phone 43622015 

 
Donations 

Many thanks go to Tim and Kirrily Green of Somersby for their great donation of wool 

fleeces, also to Yvonne Potts for knitting yarn and John Wagemans for lots of dyes. We 

would also like to thanks other members of the community for donations of alpaca fleece 

and patchwork fabric. 

New Members 

A warm welcome goes to our new 

members Sue Hardacre and Paula 

White. Sue is interested in quilting, 

patchwork and knitting, while Paula is 

interested in weaving and knitting. 

mailto:cchstagsecretary@gmail.com
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My Travelling Saori Loom by Lyn Abbott. 

 
After spending the week with Kaz Maddigan at Old Bar and the purchase of my brand new Saori 
Loom in August 2015, Bruce and I set off on our holiday jaunt. 
The Saori packs away so easy. I have an elastic strap on either side, one small ocky strap around the Warp 
Roller and one larger ocky strap around the base as shown on the photo. This packs up and unpacks to use, 
or put away, in less than 4 mins to start on the loom. It tucks in behind the front passenger seat and then I 
have an ocky strap from one side of the head rest, around the loom and back to the other side of the head 
rest. This is where it travels and stays put. It is so easy to slide in and out. From here I lift it under the 
awning of the caravan. In no time I am set up and ready to weave whatever takes my fancy. 
 
Under the bed in the caravan is lots of Hand Spun Wool, Alpaca, Cottons, Silks, Sari Cloth, Cottons and 
anything to add to my weavings. My projects are decided when I look and see the colours and then I just go 
with the feel. This I love as you do not have to have structure and it suits me perfectly.  
 
My Loom has travelled and is only on its 3rd week. Every chance, I set up and away I go. My loom loves the 
freedom and the locations. We sit by the surf, rivers and creeks, by the forest, near a Train Track, next to 
walkways with people walking by. I love every moment of being at one with my loom. The inspiration I can 
gain from all the settings and surrounds still leaves me astounded. 
In my little bag or goodies, I have a large roll of sticky tape. This has been a godsend to me. After finishing 
my 30 metres of warp, (originally put on with Kaz in her studio), I had come to put on the next 30 metre 
warp. Outside and under the awning of the Caravan and with a little wind blowing, off I went. Suddenly 
after half way through putting the warp through the heddles and reed, I realised I was doing it wrong. (I 
was stupidly going through the 2 heddles and the reed with the one warp thread). Realising and checking 
on my book, I got out the sticky tape and taped up what I had already done and pulled up some extra 
length of warp to the top and started again. Checking that the warp was in order at the back, the sticky 
tape worked a treat to hold it together. Later finding I had missed a reed, out come the sticky tape again 
and stuck it to the end and moved each one along at a time from the tape. Now I realise just what can be 
done and not to be scared of it all, I will not be without the sticky tape in my bag of goodies. 
 
In just 3 weeks, here I am with 30 metres 
of weaving. Not all the same I might add. 
Many different types,colours and lengths. 
I have enough for a couple of blankets in 
the grey alpaca. I have a possum shawl, 
silk lengths along with lots of others, even 
a purple one with the Japanese Paper 
through it. As MISAO JO (The founder of 
Saori Weaving) says, 
“Saori is Self-Innovaton through Free 
Weaving.” Also “To Discover Your True 
Self, You Must Understand the Essence of 
Human Nature.” 
What a wonderful thought to life in itself 
and for MISAO JO to pass on to others. 
By the Happy Traveller, Lyn Abbott. 
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The Travelling Loom 
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Knitting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rosie’s beautiful bunny knitted for her grandaughter. The bunny is 

also going to have interchangable outfits.Georgeous!!!!! 
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Dates for Your Diary 

Saturday 10th July - Nov 1st Love Desire & Riches: The Fashion of Weddings 
 10 July until 1 November, Old Government House, 
Parramatta. Open: Tuesday – Sunday: 10:00am – 
4:00pm> The National Trust is delighted to announce 
the opening of its newest exhibition: ‘Love Desire & 
Riches: the fashion of weddings’. 

Saturday 21st November General Meeting to discuss the Exhibition, 
then Saturday Craft 

Thursday 12th & 19th 
November 

Felting Days at the Cottage 
 

  

Saturday 12th December Christmas Party 

Friday & Saturday 11th 12th 13th 
March 2016 

The Gathering and Exhibition 
Lions Club Hall 

NB General Meetings are to be held as notified in the Coastal Yarn.  
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 Guild Directory                                          

 

PRESIDENT Kathryn  Scurrah 

VICE PRESIDENT Lyn Abbott 

SECRETARY   Beth Davies 

TREASURER Anne Pearce 

PUBLIC OFFICER Fiona Nicholas 

EQUIPMENT OFFICER Bev Smith/Lyn Abbott  

COTTAGE MANAGER Lyn Kellahan & Rosie Lark Bev Smith 

WELFARE OFFICER & SOCIAL SECRETARY  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR Beth Davies 

PUBLICITY OFFICER Linda Bagnat & Kathryn Scurrah 

LIBRARIAN Louise Flood 

WORKSHOP CONVENER Lyn Abbott/Linda Bagnat /Vickie 
Perry 

MINUTE SECRETARY Noelene Fraser 

WEBSITE ADMINISTRATOR Naomi Perry 

 

Patron 

Mayor of Gosford,     Mr Lawrie McKinna 

Life Members 

Camelia Rogers,   Norma Shimeld,  Pat de Carle. 

 

WEEKLY DIARY   

Tuesday 9:30am Spinning, Weaving and Other Crafts 

Wednesday 9:30am Patchwork and Quilting 

Wednesday 7:00pm All Fibre and Textile Arts 

Thursday  10:00 am       Felting  (2nd & 3rd Thursday of month) 

Friday 10:00am Knitting and Crochet 

 
MONTHLY DIARY 

  

As Notified  General Meetings 

3rd Saturday of Month  Saturday Craft 

  Community Quilts 

 


