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Presidents Report 

Hello everyone, 

Having caught up with many of you I know that everyone is busy, occupied and raring to go. 

So I thought I might give you Quilters a bit of a challenge.  Do you ever read THE TEMPLATE – the 

newsletter of the NSW Quilters’ Guild which comes out every 2 months and is full of interesting 

information.   As our Guild is a member of this we can send 2 members along to any of the events 

advertised in their rooms at Burwood for the member’s cost.  This current magazine is kept in the 

magazine rack in the hallway.   Very enlightening. 

Last November they had a spread on entering quilts for the annual Quilt Show at Darling Harbour (although 

this year it will be at the new Sydney Exhibition Centre on Glebe Island, near the Anzac Bridge from 9 to 13 

July).  Just a thought but we could organise a bus trip if enough of our members can get themselves 

together (with friends etc) for a day. 

So girls – how about challenging yourself and others to enter into the Quilt Show – entry forms are 

available – closing date 14 March 2014.  If this is too close – then how about 2015?  We have enough classy 

quilters to think this is a possibility.  Sure, there are the traditional quilts but there are more categories for 

Modern (new traditions)/Mixed Techniques/Miniatures/Art quilts, and GET THIS – Group/Collaborative (to 

be made by 3 or more people) – Maximum size 290 x 290cm.  And we are sure good at being a group and 

being collaborative and achieved great things in 2013.  What do you think?   Should we give it a go? 

And for the Weavers and Spinners – you also have a Guild News – the January one is in the magazine rack 

– it comprehensively lists all the workshops and NSW Happenings on the back page for 2014.  We have 

quite a few newer, younger members who may appreciate the classes made available throughout the year 

from weaving on 4 shaft looms/Huck/Swedish lace/Leno /felting of all types/braids/spinning  - oh it’s all 

there for you beavers who are eager to learn new techniques or perfect old ones.  They have a Winter 

School from 19-27 July in their rooms in Burwood and 

mention the various Shows around the country that you 

may be interested in attending from Scarf 

Exchanges/Back to Back Wool Challenge/Dyed in the 

Wool Craft Muster/Hawkesbury Show.   So please have 

a look at this informative booklet. 

 

And does anyone know how the Egyptians wove their 

cloths or the type of looms they used?  Apparently a 

film-maker is looking for someone with this specific 

knowledge. 

So girls – onwards and upwards – enjoy 2014 - and let’s 

see what horizons we can conquer this year.  Eileen 

 

Lynn's lovely butterfly quilt for the Blue Mtns 
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Membership Fees due 1st April 2014 

Fees are $80:00 annually. Use Internet Banking and/or 

cash to Vicki(treasurer) 

Bendigo Bank – Kincumber 

Name: Handweavers, spinners and Textile Arts Guild 

Inc. 

BSB :633000   Account No : 146635230 

Reference/Description: Use your full name 

 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT CRAFT                   by     Jenny Campbell 

 Is a small friendly group of members with diverse interests and skills who ensure they 

have a lot of fun while they work on individual or group projects – often UFO’s including 

leatherwork, sewing, patchwork, embroidery, spinning, fibre preparation, dyeing - and it 

is surprising how much is achieved in so few hours! 

 Last November we focused on various Felting methods, 

and there is quite a flow-on from that, with plans afoot to 

expand our skills whilst undertaking several new felted 

projects with which we hope to surprise other Guild 

members. 

 There is no obligation for 

members to join in on projects, 

and we are always happy to 

observe and learn from each 

other.  We welcome newcomers 

who find it difficult to attend 

daytime craft groups. 

 

Some of the donated quilts for 

the Blue Mtns 
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Mangalitza 

 

At first glance, with its woolly coat, onlookers would be forgiven for mistaking this 
creature for a sheep. However, a closer look at this rare breed reveals a snout and trotters 
usually found on pigs. It’s a confusing sight, but this is one of three curly coated Mangalitza 
‘sheep-pigs’ which have been delivered to a UK zoo. 
 
As part of a programme to help save the animals from extinction, staff at Tropical Wings in 
Essex is hoping they can help the breed survive. Originating from Austria and Hungary, the 
Mangalitza is similar to the native Lincolnshire curly coat breed which died out in Britain 40 
years ago. 
 

‘It  is  not  unt i l  they  turn  around  and  yo u  see  their  faces  and  snouts  you  realise  they  are  in  fact  pigs.   
           
The woolly coat makes them very hardy and helps them to survive in the harsh winters in 
their native Austria and Hungary. In the summer it helps protect them from sunburn.’ 
The sheep-pig used to be a common sight in Lincolnshire and was shorn once a year to 
make sweaters, but it became extinct in Britain in 1972.In the early 1900s, many 
Lincolnshire curly coats were sold to Austria and Hungary where they were crossed with the 
Mangalitza, creating the Lincolista. 
 
 Three years ago this cross-breed were found thriving in Austria and a small number were 
brought back to create a herd in Britain. 
Now offspring from this herd have gone to Essex to form part of a programme to prevent 
the breed from disappearing. 
 
They are worth around £1,000, five times the value of an ordinary pig and are fond of fruit 
and the odd tipple. 
Blond-haired male, Buddy, black-coated female, Porsche, and ginger Margot have already 
attracted lots of interest from visitors. 
‘Although there is a small amount of genetic 
DNA in there, they are in a small way linked to 
Lincolnshire curly coat,’ Ms Cox added. 
‘It’s extremely rare, particularly in its native 
Hungary and Austria. 
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Birthday Girls for January: Linda and Olive celebrating with Debbie. Any excuse for a party! 

 Belated birthday wishes for Noelene and Bev Smith who also celebrated in January. 
 

Birthday Wishes 

Happy Birthday to Rachel Bunney for the 25th February 

 and  Kathryn Scurrah for the 21st March. Enjoy the day! 

 

Nelson Bay Spinners and Weavers 

The Gathering 

 

Date:        19th March 2014  

Venue:     Port Stephens Community Arts & Crafts Centre 

Address: Shoal Bay Rd, Nelson Bay (behind the oval, near RSL) 

Cost :       $2 gold coin to assist with catering costs 

Contact :  Lyn Grigor – 49828876  or Brenda Gore - 49970086 

 

You are encouraged to bring some of your own work which can be displayed and/or 

worn in the fashion parade. 

There is a limited number of seats so you are encouraged to book early. 
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Community Quilts 
What a lovely day and talk about inspiring!  

After contacting the ladies of the Blue Mountains 

quilting group we decided to add some of our 

community quilts to the Bushfire Appeal. We took 17 

quilts made by various members to add to just over 500 

quilts. They are going to be distributed to all of the 

people, who lost their homes in the fires. They will all 

be hung and everyone affected will be invited to choose which quilt they would like. This 

means they need just over 600. 

 

Quilts have come from as far afield as New Zealand, SA and WA some as complete quilt 

others as tops to be completed. It has become a mammoth job to complete the generously 

donated tops, so we are now helping with this task. All quilts hopefully will be finished by 

mid March ready for hanging and distribution. For further info go to 

http://bushfirequiltappeal.blogspot.com.au 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladies at Winmalee pinning a quilt 
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Community Quilts 

What a great effort from all the ladies who helped with providing time and materials for our 

community quilts, and in finishing off the more quilts from the mountains! Many thanks 

also to Lyn Abbott in adding some quilts to those we bought back for completion. I would 

like to thank Peta Board and Shirley Hughes (members of the public) for their generous 

donations after seeing the article in the Express. 

 
What do you think? 
It has been suggested that we have a week day community quilts day as well as the normal 
4th Saturday of the month day. A possibility for this would be for either the Monday or 
Thursday of the 2nd week of the month. Please let Noelene or I 

know what you think.   
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"Patchwork & Quilting" Scrap Quilts, 1997. Contribution from Bev  R. 
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Weaving 
 
 

Congratulations to Debbie and Bev on 

completing their first piece of weaving on a 

ridged heddle loom. One complete Tuesday 

morning was spent choosing colours and 

warping the loom. The girls soon discovered 

that warping up could become a fitness 

exercise as well, all that walking back and forth 

the length of the room. Both girls used the 

same warp but different materials for the weft. 

Debbie used the plastic bags that everyone has been 

bringing in. Deb’s intention is to turn her piece into a 

shopping bag. Hope to see the finished article, for show 

and tell in the New Year.  

Bev used a combination of fabric and novelty yarn and also 

made her piece a little longer as well as adding a fringe at 

either end. Bev intends to use her piece as a table runner 

for her bbq/pool area with the vision of producing some 

matching table mats next year. 

The only limit is the imagination. The pleasure of having 

two very enthusiastic ladies to work with was all mine, and 

thanks to Rachel for helping out during my absence.  

There is still some plastic bags left in the box and odd bits 

of cotton in the store room, so if you are 

interested in having a go in 2014 just leave your 

name on the white board and we will work out 

suitable times.  

On a personal note I would like to say Thank 

You to everyone at the cottage for their kind 

thoughts, words and support during what has 

been a rough year for me and my family. We 

are all looking forward to a much brighter 2014. 

Have a relaxing break and see you all soon 

Cheers Gay 
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Between 2014 and 2018 Australia will commemorate the Anzac Centenary, marking 
100 years since Australia’s involvement in the First World War. And in 2015, there will 
be a large number of activities commemorating 100 years since the Anzac Gallipoli 
landing. 
From its association with poppies flowering in the spring of 1915 on the battlefields of 
Belgium, France and Gallipoli, the poppy has become a symbol of both great loss in war 
and hope for those left behind 
As part of the 2015 Anzac Commemoration, the 5000 Poppies project will be “planting” 
a field of more than 5000 poppies in Fed Square Melbourne as a stunning visual tribute 
to Australian servicemen and women for more than a century of service in all wars, 
conflicts and peacekeeping operations. 
We are inviting all crafters to participate in this meaningful and heartfelt project. 
You are asked to hand make one or more poppies.  They can be crocheted, knitted, 
felted or sewn from any materials.  Any shade of red can be used and poppies should be 
no more than 15 cm in diameter. 
  There is no entry fee and contributors are asked to provide their own materials.  
There is no barrier to involvement and no limit to the amount of poppies that can be 
submitted. 
 
Patterns are at the Cottage along with a container for finished poppies. 
 
 
 

Knitting 
The knitters are focussing on making poppies, along with knitting squares for the 
Wraps  With Love project. 
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Recipes 

 kindly shared by Bev Smith 

Fresh Spring Rolls with Dipping Sauce 

6  Chinese dried mushrooms soaked in hot water for 20 min 
chop,  
 50g thin rice noodles soaked in hot water for 10 mins or till 
soft, 
 approx. 30 rice rounds 15 cm.  
1 carrot sliced with vegie peeler & sliced into slithers, 
 2 tablespoons unsalted roasted peanuts chopped finely, 
 30 garlic chives, 
1 small green cucumbers sliced vegie peeler and cut into slithers, 
 2 tablespoons mint leaves chopped,  
1 cup shredded cabbage.   
15 prawns. Cut prawns in half, I used green and fried in 1 clove of garlic. 
Soak rice rounds for till soft a few mins. I do 2 at a time,  place on teatowel mop other side to dry off a bit 
and place a little bit of everything on the round and turn one end first place chive on and turn in the other 
end and roll up. 
Dipping sauce. 
1 tblsp rice vinegar,   1/4 cup lime juice, 1 clove garlic, 1/4 cup fish sauce, (1 tblsp sugar, 2 small chillis)  I 
use sweet chilli sauce instead, a tblsp chopped coriander. 

 

Virgin Strawberry Daiquiris  kindly  

shared by Deb Hooper 

 

100g frozen strawberries 

pinch of salt 

1 teaspoon caster sugar 

 

I got a large bag of frozen strawberries from Coles.  The recipe also 

added ice cubes, but it didn't need them and also made it much 

harder to blend.  It was also too thick so I added apple juice and it 

tasted fab.  You do need a blender for this though.  

 

 

 

 

Fi's Jelly Roll Quilt for Blue Mtns 
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BUY SWAP & SELL 

            For Sale 

                      

                                          2 Ashford Spinning Wheels with Lazy Kate and 3 bobbins  

                                          $120.00 each 

 

                                           Large Inkle Loom   $20.00 

 

                                         8 Shaft, 24 inch wide Table Loom   $25.00 

    Also for Sale-  

   Also for Sale 

    2 Drum Carders @ $100.00 each 

    1 Electric Spinning Wheel $180.00 

     For further information contact Gay or Vicky at the Cottage 

      Tuesday or Friday Mornings        Phone- 4325 4743 

    There are times when we may seem unappreciative of the donations made to the Guild 

by past members or the public as we are always selling off something. The Committee 

recently purchased a new iron and ironing board, a new Rigid Heddle loom, and are looking 

into buying a new vacuum cleaner for the Guild. Without the sale of excess donated  

equipment some of these items may still be on the to do list. There is a certain satisfaction 

in seeing a preloved item find a new home and be cared for once again. 

 

Also for sale      Ashford Mini Carder 

  Contact – Joan Batty     4328 3965 
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Dates for Your Diary 

 Quilt and Craft Show 
Saturday 15th February 
Sunday 16th February 

Mittagong RSL 
10:00 – 4:00 each day 

Saturday 22nd February Community Quilts at Cottage 
 

Saturday 8th March General Meeting at cottage 10am 
 

 
Wednesday 19th March 

Committee Meeting at Cottage at 
1:00pm 

Saturday 22nd March Community Quilts at Cottage 
 

Sunday 30th March Handmade Craft Market 9:30-2:30 
Terrigal Basketball Stadium 

 
Saturday 12th April 
 

 
General Meeting 10am at The Cottage 
 

 
Gosford Show 3rd & 4th May 

Helpers needed for demonstrations 
and PR 
 

 
Wednesday 21st May 

Committee Meeting at Cottage at 
1:00pm 
 

 
Saturday 14th June 

General Meeting 10am at The Cottage 
 

 
Wednesday 21st May 

Committee Meeting at Cottage at 
1:00pm 

 
Saturday 12th July 

Annual General Meeting 
10am at the Cottage 

 
Sydney Quilt Show 
9th – 13th July 2014 

  
 Sydney Exhibition Centre Glebe Island 

NB General Meetings are to be held mostly on 2nd Saturday of the month as notified in 

the Coastal Yarn 
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Workshops 
Linda is continuing with her crocheting workshops and is now doing lessons on how to read 

patterns. 

 

Teddy Bear Workshop Details 

 Postponed due to lack of numbers 

Course Cost $70 each person - covers two days tuition. 
Thursday 20th and 27th February 2014… 

Amy Lea is Lyn Parker’s basic 12" bear. Pattern supplied 
for this bear. 

These are the main supplies you will need to get from 
Valma at Teddys Bits – http://teddysbits.com.au/ Need to 
call to make an appointment because Valma works out of her house. Maybe an excursion… 

Requirements for Amy Lea: 
* 1/8th Mohair or Alpaca (medium length 9mm/ 20mm)..cost on average between $20 & $30 
* 1 piece of ultrasuede to match Mohair..for paws 
* 1 pr 8mm black glass eyes 
* 1 set of 30mm lock nut joints 
* Filling (polyester or corn fibre) 
General sewing supplies thread, needles etc..these will vary depending on the chosen method of 
sewing – hand or machine. 

WE can choose to work on different bears as we all have individual tastes and the construction is 
all basically the same so no problems teaching a mixed class. Valma also has a large variety kits 
for sale which often work out cheaper and more convenient than sourcing everything  

Welcome 
We would like to welcome another new member Margaret Thomson. Maggie dabbles in 

lots of different crafts including beading weaving and quilting. We are all looking forward 

sharing and learning from Maggie. 

Websites 
www.favecrafts.com  lots of knitting crochet and quilting patterns 

www.woolery.com – free weaving patterns 

www.handweaving.net – weaving ideas 

www.weavingtoday.com     “”””””””” 

www.cottonclouds.com     ‘’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’ 

www.materialobsession.com.au lots of quilting ideas and patterns 

http://teddysbits.com.au/
http://www.favecrafts.com/
http://www.woolery.com/
http://www.handweaving.net/
http://www.weavingtoday.com/
http://www.cottonclouds.com/
http://www.materialobsession.com.au/
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 Guild Directory                                          

 

PRESIDENT Eileen Miller 

VICE PRESIDENT  

SECRETARY   Fiona Nicholas 

TREASURER Vicki Wagemans 

PUBLIC OFFICER Fiona Nicholas 

EQUIPMENT OFFICER Gay Brown 

COTTAGE MANAGER Wendy Randazzo 

WELFARE OFFICER & SOCIAL SECRETARY Raewyn Van Der Walt 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR Beth Davies 

PUBLICITY OFFICER Deb Buist 

LIBRARIAN Naomi Perry 

WORKSHOP CONVENER Linda Bagnat 

WORKSHOP CONVENER Jenny Campbell 

WEBSITE ADMINISTRATOR Fiona Williams 

 

 

Patron 

Mayor of Gosford,     Mr Lawrie McKinna 

Life Members 

Camelia Rogers,   Norma Shimeld,  Pat de Carle. 

 

 

WEEKLY DIARY   

Tuesday 9:30am Spinning, Weaving and Other Crafts 

Wednesday 9:30am Patchwork and Quilting 

Wednesday 7:00pm All Fibre and Textile Arts 

Friday 10:00am Knitting and Crochet 

MONTHLY DIARY   

2nd Saturday of each month 10:00am General Meeting and Mini Workshop 

4th Saturday of each month 9:30am Community Quilts 

 


