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Naomi, Raewyn and Lynn at the Grammar School Fair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cottage (home of the guild) 

Building 2, 10 Russell Drysdale St, East Gosford, NSW 2250 

All correspondence Postal or Email to: 

The Secretary, PO Box 4056 East Gosford NSW 2250 

Secretary: fionanic@aapt.net.au 

Website: www.cottagecrafts.net.au 
 

Phone the cottage:  02-43254743 
(Phone anytime and leave a message and we will get back to you asap) 

Email the Editor: coastalyarn@gmail 
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Steiner School Spring Fair shared by Lyn Abbott 

We had a very busy day at the Rudolf Steiner School for their Fair. Arriving early to set up, 

we were busy from then on. No resting allowed and go go go all day. We had Fleece to 

Fabric all set up. The children and parents too, all loved our 

display and the carding, felting and spinning 

demonstrations. 

 First the craft lovers lined up to see Jenny so they could 

choose some wool colours. Jenny would then card the wool 

for them and they could either go to Lyn or Bev to felt their 

batt, or to Naomi to have the wool spun and they could take 

home a chunky woollen bracelet. We had a line-up for the 

felting, and gave away around one hundred bracelets. Beth 

talked to a multitude of people about the Guild, looked after 

the sales and did some of her beautiful knitting. It was a 

gorgeous day and there was a wonderful atmosphere at the 

school. Thanks to all those who helped prepare 

for the day. Definitely a worthwhile experience. 
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Grammar School Spring Fair 
A huge thank you to as all the members who manned(womaned) our area for the Fair. We 

were welcomed  by everyone with lots of chatting and demonstrating. Also a big thanks to 

those who helped with the set up on Friday and the pack up  on Saturday afternoon. 

 

There was a huge amount oif interest in our handcrafted work and the demonstations of 

spinning,knitting, sewing  and felting thanks to Lyn, Raewyn, Lynn, Beth, Noelene and 

Naomi.Some of our members were able to sell some of their beautiful work. 
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Spinners 

 

Wow have the Spinners been busy. 
They have been helping new members, Vicki, 
Jane, Louise along with old members taking 
up the art. Debbie, Rachel and Fran are now 
all on board with Spinning their own yarns. 
 
Welcome Girls and anyone else that wants to 
give it a try.  
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Australia Quilts 

exceptional quilts from the Great Southern Land 

About the exhibition  

In September 2014, Carrefour Européen du 

Patchwork/ European Patchwork Meeting 

celebrates its 20th anniversary in Alsace, France. 

Australia is guest country of honour from outside 

Europe. 

Australia Quilts is an invitational exhibition 

curated by Brenda Gael Smith to showcase the diversity of Australian quiltmaking. 

The 34 featured artists are:  

Anna Brown 

Lucy Carroll 

Eileen 

Campbell 

Sandra 

Champion 

Ruth de Vos 

Rachelle 

Denneny 

Sue Dennis 

Sarah Fielke 

Dianne Firth 

Suzanne 

Gummow 

Jan Frazer 

Denise 

Griffiths 

Helen 

Godden 

Julie 

Haddrick 

Kay 

Haerland 

Pam Hill 

 

Ming Hsu 

Glenys Mann 

Susan Mathews 

Margaret 

McDonald 

Beth Miller 

Merelyn Pearce 

Denise Sargo 

Sharron 

Shalekoff 

Caroline 

Sharkey 

Brenda Gael Smith 

Rebecca Stewart-

Bartell 

Carolyn Sullivan 

Linda Steele 

Karen Terrens 

Lisa Walton 

Mariya Waters 

Judy Hooworth 

Bernardine Hine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.patchwork-europe.com/
http://www.patchwork-europe.com/
http://www.ozquiltnetwork.org.au/index.php/anna-brown.html
http://lucycarrolltextiles.com/
http://eileencampbellquilts.com/
http://eileencampbellquilts.com/
http://www.textileartist.org/stitching-and-beyond-artists-part-three/
http://www.textileartist.org/stitching-and-beyond-artists-part-three/
http://ruthdevos.com/
http://suedennis.com/
http://sarahfielke.com/
http://www.craftact.org.au/portfolios/artist.php?id=278
http://sgummow.blogspot.com/
http://sgummow.blogspot.com/
http://denisegriffiths.blogspot.com.au/
http://denisegriffiths.blogspot.com.au/
http://www.helengodden.com/
http://www.helengodden.com/
http://www.haddrickonfabric.com.au/
http://www.haddrickonfabric.com.au/
http://kayhaerland.com/
http://kayhaerland.com/
http://glenysmann.jigsy.com/
http://www.susanmathews.info/
http://margaretmcdonald.com.au/
http://margaretmcdonald.com.au/
http://bethmillerquilts.com/
http://www.ozquiltnetwork.org.au/index.php/sharron-shalekoff.html
http://www.ozquiltnetwork.org.au/index.php/sharron-shalekoff.html
http://www.carolinesharkey.com.au/
http://www.carolinesharkey.com.au/
http://brendagaelsmith.com/
http://breccabaroo.blogspot.com.au/
http://breccabaroo.blogspot.com.au/
http://www.carolynsullivan.com.au/
http://lindasteelequilts.com/
http://quiltsonbastings.blogspot.com.au/
http://dyedheaven.com/
http://mariyawaters.com/
http://www.ozquiltnetwork.org.au/index.php/judy-hooworth.html
htpp://bernardhine.blogspot.com/
http://www.patchwork-europe.com/


 

Denise Griffiths | Shellharbour  

Dotty Roo: 2013 

My inspiration comes from the trees and 

flowers I see during my morning walks at 

various times of the year. I have take many 

photos during flowering time. There are so 

many different shapes and colours. I like to 

use as many techniques as I can in my 

quilts so the eye can wander around my 

quilt.  

I use a technique I call "Baglique" where 

the main flowers, Kangaroo Paw, are 

bagged with batting inside , then hand or 

machine quilted. The Banksia Pod is made 

with shrinking material, the Banksia flower is 

free motion embroidered, Wattle are Yo 

Yo's,. Painting and free motion Paper daisies. Hand dyed and commercial fabrics. 

fabric  

135 x 178cm  

 

Helen Godden | Canberra, ACT  

Freedom: 2010 

The red hooded black cockatoo, the 

Gang Gang is an Australian bird like 

me. He is bold and loud and soars 

through the tree tops, free from 

restrictions, rules or boundaries. 

This quilt represents my creative spirit 

and the FREEDOM I have as an Art 

Quilter. 

Introducing my new technique "Paint-

chwork"  

125 x 248cm  

 



 

 

 

Julie Haddrick | 

Adelaide 

Forever Journey: 2013  

Wedding quilt for Heidi and 

Jon. I have used my 

"window view" approach 

to illustrate the colours of 

dusk and early morning as 

photographed by Heidi and Jon along the Ocean Road. 

183 x 122cm 

 

Kay Haerland | Green 

Point  

Momijigari: 2012 

"Momijigari" is the 

wonderful old Japanese 

tradition of visiting areas 

where leaves have turned 

their brilliant autumn 

colours.  

 

I have always admired 

Japanese gardens, and was inspired after seeing so many glorious photos from 

woods, gardens and fields in Japan.  

"Machine pieced, appliquéd 

and quilted. 

160 x 101cm  

These are just a few of the beautiful quilts that were on display, for 

further examples of the quilts look on the website. Congratulations Kay 

for being selected and participating in this event. 

It is wonderful to see our quilters being recognised and valued for their 

skills and creativity aboard. 
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Workshop 

Wet Felting Day at Cottage.  

Run by Lyn Abbott 43256445 or 0419 408140  

Thursday 23rd October, will be a Felting Day at the Cottage.  10am -2pm 

Anyone interested can come along. Lyn will have some fleece or lovely batts to felt.  

The cost (to members) will be the price of the product used, so come along and enjoy 
yourselves. Non Members are welcome with a $10 fee and the cost of the product used.  

You may wish to bring along your own fleece if you have 
it available.  

Items to bring for Felting if needing help.  

(You may phone Lyn 0419 408140 if you have problems 
with the items and she will bring, by arrangement only.)  

Non Slip Matting bigger than the size you want to felt. 
This can be purchased by the roll from the cheaper 
shops.  

A round stick or poly pipe (to go inside the matting to 
roll), a little wider then the matting.  

Bubble wrap the length of the roll.  

At least 3 towels.  

Wool Mix or detergent or similar to mix with water.  

Spray Bottle or Water bottle to use hot water. (Can also 
use a dish with a plastic bag to put the water over the net or screen.)  

Netting or Flyscreen at least the size you want to felt.  

Fleece or tops, Alpaca or whatever you wish to felt.  

Fabric if you want to Nuno felt onto.  

Overlocker Lesson 

This is a preliminary notice about overlocker workshop to be run by Gaye Grillmeier. Gaye is prepared 

to do it on Wednesday or Saturday for $5/lesson. Fiona would like to get an idea of how many people 

would like such a workshop and also what sort of tuition you would like. 

Options could be:  Threading, tension, 2,3,4, cones. Gathering adding lace, rolled hems, flat 

overlocking, stretch material,woolly and silky thread, to make something simple including curves. 

If you are interested in this please contact Fiona Nicholas Phone 43651681 or email 

fionanic@aapt.net.au 
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Community Quilts 

This is the latest community quilt. It was done as a quilt 

as you go block with everyone working with a 

colourway to create their block .Thanks goes to Fi and 

Noelene for finishing off. 

 

 

 

 

Record Bags 

Lyn and Amanda are now in full swing with the making of these 
Record Bags.They will be for sale at the Exhibition. 

 

 

Leather Bag 

Lyn did a 2 day course on Leather Bag Making with the Sewing 
Centre in Gosford. What a great  result. 
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Dates for Your Diary 
 

Thursday 23rd October Felting Workshop at the Cottage  see 
details  on page 8 

Thursday 30rd October Community Quilts at the Cottage 

Saturday 25th October NSW Spinners & Weavers Guild Meeting 
Where: Church hall behind St Paul's church, 

Burwood 

 

20th September – 16th November Gosford Art Prize Art Gallery East 
Gosford 

Wednesday 19th November Committee Meeting 1:00 at the cottage 

Thursday 20th November  Let’s do Lunch at Avoca Sands Cafe 12 
o’clock. Put your name on the board 
underneath the menu, if you are 
attending or RSVP  Raewyn before 
14/11/2014 

Thursday 27th November Community Quilts at the Cottage 

Saturday 6th December Christmas lunch at the Cottage. Please 
bring a small handmade gift. More 
details in the next  yarn 

Friday & Saturday 11th 12th March 
2016 

The Gathering and Exhibition 
Lions Club Hall 

NB General Meetings are to be held as notified in the Coastal Yarn.  

 

New Members 
A warm welcome is extended to our new members, Karen Billy, Katalin Csardas, Louise 

Flood and Vicki McGuiness. 

 

 Websites 

http://aussieheroquilts.blogspot.com.au 

niftyquilts.blogspot.com.au                  
www.mandypattullo.co.uk        (lovely textile art on this one)  

http://webmail.bigpond.com/webedge/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.mandypattullo.co.uk&hmac=922cabcce07611ac592d8560dcc11a0d
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The Well-Travelled Quilts 

Shared by Deb Hooper 

I was a passionate quilter for about 15 years with an enviable stash.  Finally, the lure of traditional patterns 

waned for me.  Having closeted away various cuts of fabric for such a long time, it took a while to break the 

habit, even though I wasn’t making anything.  And then there was the agony of what to do with the stash.  I 

know a multitude of worthy recipients who I could have off-loaded the stash itself to, but I felt it was me 

who needed to produce something from the previously prized stash. 

So what happened to all that fabric?  Snug in a collection of tubs, it travelled across the sea with our 

worldly goods where it lived in a wardrobe in Ascot, UK for 5 years.  The tubs then returned by sea to 

Australia, and back to their original wardrobe.  Worthy causes went unheeded for several more years and 

the stash untouched. 

Husband Kim retired from 27 years in the Mars corporate world and to celebrate, we bought a cruising 

catamaran.  This has provided us, not only a whole new lifestyle, but also a fabulous new collection of 

friends.  And then the answer presented itself.  Mark, Lillian and Phoebe were returning their boat “Lucia” 

from Sydney to Hokitika on the west coast of the South Island, New Zealand – free “postage” – and so the 

quest began. 

I grew up in earthquake country – Napier.  For those who don’t know, Napier was completely destroyed by 

an earthquake in 1931.  It was then rebuilt in the architecture of the era – Art Deco.  To this day, only 

Miami has a bigger collection of authentic Art Deco buildings anywhere in the world.  And my story is even 

more personal.  As a university student, I worked for the Napier City Council over several summers in their 

information bureau where we welcomed the city’s visitors and advised them on local attractions.  One year 

we had a visit from a young US violin virtuoso whose concert we attended.  He came to see us the next day 

at our office and said “You guys have got more Art Deco here than anywhere else in the world”.  We all 

looked at him and said “What’s Art Deco?”  That was in the early 1980s and now Napier’s Art Deco 

weekends are legendary the world over with international visitors bringing cars, planes and fashion from 

the era with a full schedule of themed events. 

And so where better for the quilts to go, than to return to my spiritual home (New Zealand) and another 

city ravaged by earthquakes – Christchurch.  For those unaware, there are still people living in damaged 

homes with few utilities (or none) and others completely displaced years after the first major quake.  There 

are still regular quakes in Christchurch and the city does its best to rebuild.  Other international tragedies 

have taken Christchurch’s place in the news and the media moved on, but there are still people in 

desperate need. 

And so on 3 October, four quilts duly completed, took the first part of the journey from Sydney to Hobart, 

enjoying a short holiday en route on the Hawkesbury River. 

Stay tuned for part two of the journey with more quilts planned to join “Lucia” on her voyage home… 



 Deb’s Quilts   
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Thanks 

What a difference few days makes!!! The Cottage has had a face lift, due to the efforts of 

Bruce and Lyn Abbott. The gutters cleared painting and cleaning is truly appreciated. 

 

Equipment Officers Report 

 

Shared by Bev and Lyn 08/10/14. 

Lots of things happening. We had a loom donated and now we will do up to sell. 

With both Fairs, we bagged some of the older wool in the felting boxes and sold off to felt 
with. This proved to be very popular. 

New small signs being made to take to the outings etc, with their home on the hooks on the 
wall and easy to grab when needed. 

 

Gathering Report 

The Committee is now in full swing with the theme for the Gathering being set as” the Sea”. 

A working fund has been made up of Art Yarn we have made up, bags of fleece for felting 
and Lyn’s felted soaps all sold at the Grammar and Steiner Fairs. 

We will have articles from schools etc to be judged over the weekend. 

As the Gathering runs into the Exhibition we would like to call on a few of the other 
members to think about the Exhibition committee and work together with the Gathering 
Committee.  

 

Tuition Report 

It is fantastic to see of our members sharing their skills with some very keen pupils. So far 

we have had some ladies wanting to learn to spin, crochet and felt. Thank you to those 

members who have taken on the 

role as tutor and mentor. 

 

Lyn’s Owl Rugs 
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 Guild Directory                                          

 

PRESIDENT Eileen Miller 

VICE PRESIDENT Katherine Scrurrah 

SECRETARY   Fiona Nicholas 

TREASURER Deb Hooper 

PUBLIC OFFICER Fiona Nicholas 

EQUIPMENT OFFICER Bev Smith/Lyn Abbott  

COTTAGE MANAGER Lyn Kellahan &Rosemary Lark 

WELFARE OFFICER & SOCIAL SECRETARY Raewyn Van Der Walt 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR Beth Davies 

PUBLICITY OFFICER Linda Bagnat 

LIBRARIAN Naomi Perry 

WORKSHOP CONVENER Lyn Abbott/Linda Bagnat 

MINUTE SECRETARY Noelene Fraser 

WEBSITE ADMINISTRATOR Naomi Perry 

 

 

Patron 

Mayor of Gosford,     Mr Lawrie McKinna 

Life Members 

Camelia Rogers,   Norma Shimeld,  Pat de Carle. 

 

 

WEEKLY DIARY   

Tuesday 9:30am Spinning, Weaving and Other Crafts 

Wednesday 9:30am Patchwork and Quilting 

Wednesday 7:00pm All Fibre and Textile Arts 

Friday 10:00am Knitting and Crochet 

 
MONTHLY DIARY 

  

As Notified  General Meetings 

Last  Thursday  of each 
month 

10:00am Community Quilts(Trial) 

 


