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Wednesday night girls modelling their beautiful aprons 
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The Cottage (home of the guild) 

Building 2, 10 Russell Drysdale St, East Gosford, NSW 2250 

All correspondence Postal or Email to: 

The Secretary, PO Box 4056 East Gosford NSW 2250 

Secretary: fionanic@aapt.net.au 

Website: www.cottagecrafts.net.au 
 

Phone the cottage:  02-43254743 
(Phone anytime and leave a message and we will get back to you asap) 

Email the Editor: coastalyarn@gmail 
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Gathering at Clarence Town hosted by Fibreholics 

What a lovely day out!! A great start to our day began with our wonderful bus drivers Lyn 

and Bruce Abbott getting us safely to Clarence Town despite all the chatter in the back. 

Thank you both!!!! 

    Our day started with a lovely morning tea with lots of homemade slices and biscuits along 

the setting up and viewing of the displays from various groups. 

 

  Then for the serious stuff! The blindfold knitting 

competition, with 6 participants given ten minutes 

to knit as many rows as they could in 10 minutes. 

Congratulations goes to Rosie and Linda for 

finishing with perfectly knitted pieces. 

 

  Later in the morning we enjoyed a fashion parade 

with lots of ladies modelling their handmade 

garments and accessories. What a stunning 

variety!! 
    

After a delightful lunch we were able to attend the optional 

workshops of machine embroidery, knitting from a fleece, 

drop spindle techniques and info on alpaca fleeces. 
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We would like to say heartfelt thanks to all of those 

involved in the organisation of the Gathering at Clarence Town. It was really wonderful 

event. 

 

 Congratulations to all those lucky ladies who were the recipients of the beautiful lucky 

door prizes; Lesley, Fi, Gay, Beth, Kathryn, Rosie, Jane, Wendy,     Lyn A, Ruth, Debbie, 

Margaret, Sandra and Eileen. We are sure they will be put to great use and look forward to 

seeing some more beautiful 

articles being produced. 

  

 The ball is well and truly in our 

court now with the handover of 

the Gathering banner to Debbie, 

Lyn and Jenny on behalf of Central 

Coast Handweavers and Spinners 

and Textile Arts Guild. 
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Gosford Regional Show Challenge 

2 &3 May 2015 
Here is your chance to showcase your talents and win a coveted Gosford Show ribbon. There are two 
challenges: 

Anything to do with fibre – knitted, crocheted, felted, woven 

 Hat 
 Scarf 
 Blanket 
 Tea Cosy  
 Socks                                                      
 Art Yarn                                                                                           
 Toy 

Anything to do with fabric – hand or machine sewn 

 Quilt 
 Pot Holder 
 Table Runner 
 Clothing 
 Wall Hanging 
 Toy 
Really, there is no limit, but rather which category your entry fits into. 
The entries will be judged on 
Standard of the techniques used 

- Visual appeal 
- Suitability for purpose of the 

entry 
 

 
These will be judged on the Friday of the 
set-up of the show (1 May).  Anne Pearce 
and Debbie Hooper are the judges and 
their decision will be final. 
 
 
Entry forms will be at the cottage. 
 
 
 
 
                                       One of Kay’s  postcards 
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Community Quilts 

We now have a stash of about 20 quilts plus blankets of love, so we are working 
on some quilts, but also focussing on some items for the Gathering and 
exhibition in 2016. 

 

Gwendas community quilt 
 

 

 

 

 
 

                                           Ruth’s first community quilt in progress 
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Felting  

Here is another lovely hat, made on our felting day. This 
hat takes approx 1 to 1 1/2 hours to make. Great for 
everyone to have a go and fun at the same time. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quilting 

 

Karen’s quilt is starting to take shape 
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The Well-Travelled Quilts – The Final Chapter  by Debbie Hooper 

For those of you who have followed the adventures of the well-travelled quilts, this is the close of the story 

– the delivery to their new home(s) in Christchurch. 

Nine quilts of varying sizes sailed across the Tasman from Hobart to Nelson (top of the South Island, New 

Zealand) in a 50ft Catamaran yacht.  There were a rough couple of days leaving Tasmania and the quilts 

had their own version of the Split Enz classic – 6 days in a leaky boat - when the windows in their cabin 

began to take on water.  Fortunately, they had been sealed in plastic and were rescued from a drenching. 

 

 

Travelling up the west coast of the south Island of New Zealand they were greeted by glorious, calm 

conditions (along with Whales, dolphins and sharks!). As you can see below, they got very close to land as 

they sailed past the home of the owners of Lucia (Mark &Lilian) in Hokitika.  They could not stop and get 

off, as they were required to sail a few 

more days up to the top of the South 

Island to Nelson to clear customs. 
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Once inspected by customs, the quilts were loaded into a car, for a four-hour drive back down to Hokitika, travelling 

through endless, lush, west coast dairy country.  The boys engaged in some additional community spirit – returning a 

car from Nelson to Hokitika for a friend who had had an accident on her bike and was unable to drive. 

In the meanwhile, three further quilts were flown over with me as I arrived in New Zealand to meet up with Kim, 

making a total of 12.  There was one final journey for the quilts before they were handed over; they took a 

spectacular train ride from Greymouth (West Coast, NZ) over the Southern Alps to Christchurch on the Tranzalpine 

Rail.  It is a delightful journey – very scenic and a great way to see the beauty of New Zealand in a relaxed and 

informative manner. 

We finally delivered the quilts to The Red Cross in Christchurch, who is the main charity involved in the earthquake 

recovery.  Many thanks to the lovely Jana from Red Cross, who stayed in touch with me about the quilts and their 

arrival.  She tells me the families are excited and looking forward to seeing the quilts. 

This done, we then ventured into Christchurch itself.  I had never visited prior to the earthquakes, so really have no 

ability to compare then and now.  However, even after four years, there is no escaping the reality of everyday life in 

Christchurch.  There are so many buildings still boarded up, abandoned and labelled by emergency services.  The 

inhabitants put on a very brave face, but you know many are hurting and traumatised.  It is devastating to look at as 

an outsider – impossible to imagine what it is like to live with, especially as quakes continue to rock the area. 

I’ve included some photos so you can appreciate that there is still much to be done.  Please support Christchurch if 

you get a chance to visit.  I know they will make you feel welcome and your visit will be very much appreciated. 

Christchurch Cathedral And the new transitional “Cardboard Cathedral”  
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Design & Art Building very damaged along with many other buildings behind chain fences. 

 

 

A devastating outlook on the edge of the CBD. 

 

The famous “Restart Mall” – shops in shipping containers 
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Some wise Words 

Written by a 90 year old 

This is something we should all read at least once a week!!!!! Make sure you read to the 
end!!!!!!  

Written by Regina Brett, 90 years old, of the Plain Dealer, Cleveland , Ohio . 

"To celebrate growing older, I once wrote the 42 lessons life taught me. It is the most 
requested column I've ever written. My odometer rolled over to 90 in August, so here is the 
column once more: 

1. Life isn't fair, but it's still good. 

2. When in doubt, just take the next small step. 

3. Life is too short – enjoy it.. 

4. Your job won't take care of you when you are sick. Your friends and family will. 

5. Pay off your credit cards every month. 

6. You don't have to win every argument. Stay true to yourself. 

7. Cry with someone. It's more healing than crying alone. 

8. Save for retirement starting with your first pay check. 

9. When it comes to chocolate, resistance is futile. 

10. Make peace with your past so it won't screw up the present. 

11. It's OK to let your children see you cry. 

12. Don't compare your life to others. You have no idea what their journey is all about. 

13. If a relationship has to be a secret, you shouldn't be in it... 

14 Take a deep breath. It calms the mind. 

15. Get rid of anything that isn't useful. Clutter weighs you down in many ways. 

16. Whatever doesn't kill you really does make you stronger. 

17. It's never too late to be happy. But it’s all up to you and no one else. 

18. When it comes to going after what you love in life, don't take no for an answer. 

19. Burn the candles, use the nice sheets, wear the fancy lingerie. Don't save it for a special 
occasion. Today is special. 

20. Over prepare, then go with the flow. 

21. Be eccentric now. Don't wait for old age to wear purple. 
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22. The most important sex organ is the brain. 

23. No one is in charge of your happiness but you. 

24. Frame every so-called disaster with these words 'In five years, will this matter?' 

25. Always choose life. 

26. Forgive but don’t forget.  

27. What other people think of you is none of your business.  

28. Time heals almost everything. Give time, time. 

29. However good or bad a situation is, it will change. 

30. Don't take yourself so seriously. No one else does.. 

31. Believe in miracles. 

32. Don't audit life. Show up and make the most of it now. 

33. Growing old beats the alternative -- dying young. 

34. Your children get only one childhood. 

35. All that truly matters in the end is that you loved. 

36. Get outside every day. Miracles are waiting everywhere. 

37. If we all threw our problems in a pile and saw everyone else's, we'd grab ours back. 

38. Envy is a waste of time. Accept what you already 
have not what you need. 

39. The best is yet to come... 

40. No matter how you feel, get up, dress up and show 
up. 

41. Yield. 

42. Life isn't tied with a bow, but it's still a gift." 

 

 

                                                  Fi’s beautiful sashiko cushion 
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Notice         For Sale 

BY EX-MEMBER KAY RADFORD 

Kay is stilla friend to the Guild and recently donated much material to us as she is so busy 

with the Family History group that she has no time to sew and thought members may like 

first chance to obtain these items. See photo on Cottage noticeboard 

One Cutting Table (size 5ft x 3ft) -$150ono – (not a cabinet- just a table that folds neatly) 

If interested, please ring Kay on 043446512 or 3446512 

One Brother 1000 Embroidery sewing machine 

and all accessories -  $120 

If any member is interested please contact 

Eileen (0487 747 350) as she has custody of the 

embroidery machine.   

 

                                                 Lyn’s crocheted rug 
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Dates for Your Diary 

Saturday 21st March  General Meeting & Saturday 
Gathering 

Thursday 9th April Riverboat Postman Outing see board for 
details 

Saturday 11th April Newcastle Spinners & Weavers Open Day 
at Newcastle District Tennis Club 

Tuesday 16th April Gathering Steering Committee meeting 12  

Friday 24-26 April Springwood Community Quilt Show at 
Springwood High School 

Saturday 2nd Sunday 3rd May Gosford Show volunteers needed 

Thursday 21st May Let’s do Lunch at Pie in the Sky see board 
for details 

Saturday 23rd to Sunday 24th 
May 

Bathurst Spinners and Weavers fibre 
weekend see Flyer  

Wednesday 17th June to 21st 
June 

Sydney Quilt Show 

Saturday 11th July  AGM at the Cottage 

Friday & Saturday 11th 12th 
March 2016 

The Gathering and Exhibition 
Lions Club Hall 

NB General Meetings are to be held as notified in the Coastal Yarn.  

Cottage Name Badges 

   A number of people spoke to me (Debbie Hooper) at The Gathering suggesting they 
would like the opportunity to get one of the new cottage name badges. 
 
    If enough people are interested, I will offer to get another set produced. 
 
     However, if it is just a couple of members, they are free to simply organise their own.  
The company who produced the badges has the picture and logo on their computer.  If they 
are not busy, it only takes a couple of minutes to print an individual one off.  The badges 
cost $10 each. 
Sportscoast Trophies 
5/10 Bonnal Road 
Erina                                      This is just around the corner from “Clarksons” 
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 Guild Directory                                          

 

PRESIDENT Eileen Miller 

VICE PRESIDENT Kathryn  Scurrah 

SECRETARY   Fiona Nicholas 

TREASURER Deb Hooper 

PUBLIC OFFICER Fiona Nicholas 

EQUIPMENT OFFICER Bev Smith/Lyn Abbott  

COTTAGE MANAGER Lyn Kellahan & Rosemary Lark 

WELFARE OFFICER & SOCIAL SECRETARY Raewyn Van Der Walt 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR Beth Davies 

PUBLICITY OFFICER Linda Bagnat & Kathryn Scurrah 

LIBRARIAN Naomi Perry 

WORKSHOP CONVENER Lyn Abbott/Linda Bagnat 

MINUTE SECRETARY Noelene Fraser 

WEBSITE ADMINISTRATOR Naomi Perry 

 

 

Patron 

Mayor of Gosford,     Mr Lawrie McKinna 

Life Members 

Camelia Rogers,   Norma Shimeld,  Pat de Carle. 

 

WEEKLY DIARY   

Tuesday 9:30am Spinning, Weaving and Other Crafts 

Wednesday 9:30am Patchwork and Quilting 

Wednesday 7:00pm All Fibre and Textile Arts 

Thursday  10:00 am       Felting 2nd & 3rd Thursday of month 

Friday 10:00am Knitting and Crochet 

 
MONTHLY DIARY 

  

As Notified  General Meetings 

Last  Thursday  of each 
month 

10:00am Community Quilts 

 


